yam цо 
NOUN 
INNA 4181 
NiyLnIy OL 


"mod 
WONNA 
ANANN ш. 
Kavsoa0an 5| 


ANWwall6nod 


> Pin rere: ТААН 


[79% SISIHINAS 


= 


à pees oe fw‏ سے 
у рне е йытын, К 8‏ = 
f 1 iim &‏ سس 
حت ر ےےل کے 


pagsenbdey пот}оәддор ввәтрру 
дәўзвм рәучтлү 


8 - saexot, пус +047 
@ATPOOTTOY мәтАлхтвд AUT 


Жотлхдотәт отш 


SS ere = ARTICLES 


Marxism or Revolution 


{ 
CHOOSING BETWEEN MARXISM AND REVOLUTION: р ee E 
A Sketch of Cornelius Castoriadis | x 
L by Ned Ludd ky 


5 Although Cornelius Castoriadis was 
H introduced to the American Left in TELOS by 

sin Dick Howard, he remains largely unknown to 
most of us. As more Americans become familiar 
with Castoriadis and other former members of 
Socialisme ou Barbarie, however, they surely 
will be intrigued with the intellectual energy 
generated by these French militants. The pur- 
pose of this article is to pick up Howard's in- 
troduction and provide a more complete dis- 
cussion of one aspect of Castoriadis's work-- 
his rejection of Marxist theory. 


the S th т This question seems especially pertinent 
yn es 1 S for the American Left because of our ргеосси- 
e n pation with theory. Surely we are not dominated 
1 ۲ by a single school of theory, but most view- 
SI уа оп points of the Left still issue from Marx and 
Marxism. “A militant from his youth, Castori- 
adis became disillusioned with the shortcom- 
ings of Marxist theory as he matured. His 
message to us today is that if we choose to re- 
main revolutionaries, the break with Marxism 
must be complete and uncompromising. 


es 


Readers with pood memories will recall that there 
have been earlier issues of Synthesis; in fact, the 
last one appeared about a year apo. We have in- 
tended all along, of course, to have Synthesis be 
a frequent and reasonably repular event so that the 
material will be timely and useful to the libertar- 
dan socialist movement and not just an occasional 


“з: 
Castoriadis stood alone fifteen years 


ack ago when he formulated this idea, but his heresy ۶ 
aed by IEEE Gee has swept through the European Left and According to Castoriadis, the bureaucracy 
Teague. for Кбоповіс Democracy (L.A area Issues moved to center in the French and Italian up- had transformed itself into a capitalist ruling 
axe supposed, td.alternate“betwean. the Gio. Кра risings of 1968-1969. Why then the need for class by appropriating the means of production. 
In practice, we in Philly are even slower Е such а radical break with Marxism? Below, Although not a class of private capitalists, “it 
nds an ED REGS fatima this сөй whi we shall take up the key points of Marxist effectively operated the same by using its 
robabl coe ode жуй не ч describe Castoriadis's argument control of the menas of production to create and 
bee ty Азы x з ties т e md t! ي‎ “wren each опе. Throughout, we intend to show butress its position as a ruling class. fs. 
=й i Р 3 be А vee h probe! ا‎ е why Castoriadis maintains that the Left must such, it constituted a collective capitalist.” 
cate notices and a lot of the material 2 cast off its Marxist past or become irrelevant. Like its counterpart in the West, the Russian 
i ruling class was primarily motivated by the need 
„пм. couse теа Кее. паана т The point of departure for Castoriadis’ to accumulate, to build the means of production 
PS are heavily ipt- Keeping the Wooden Shoe afloat Critique of marxist theory was his analysis and consolidate its control over them, and to 
Р ө сө tee our adventures on that front). of Soviet society and his defection from defend itself by a policy of repression at home 
We_--atinue to maintain the PS mail-order operation ARNEL hp й a e اش ہپ رمي‎ a E E 


members are moving around а lot with four now liv- the formation of Casto- retics on the 


ing together in one house and soon there will be riadis vigorously cl rotsky"s* notion Left including Rizzi ,Schachtman, Burni nd 

t three others а few blocks away with three more in Of the degenerated workers! state. In practical С.Г.В. James. His views on Russia, in fact,were 
the same geographical area, The boost this will terms, the idea of a distorted socialism in quite close to those of James; both men using 
Provide for future activity is obvious, but, unfor- Russia had immobilized the non-Conmunist Left marxist concepts to identify the Soviet system 

~ ^ tunately the immediate effect on Synthesis and Ps Бу encouraging it to defend Russia at all costs as but a higher stage of capitalism. Unlike 

} has been bad. We are considering rentinp loft even while admitting to Soviet shortcomings. mes, however, Castoriadis defined the Russian 
space for offices, meetings and storage. We now Socialisme ou Barbarie believed that as long as bureaucracy as a class rather than an economic 
have an IPM Selectric (not yet wholly functional the Left was loyal to Russia, it would remain category and therefore used the term bureaucratic 
as the various typefaces in this issue demonstrate) @ footnote to the Stalinist parties in the capitalism instead of state capitalism. 
and a drafting table. We attract occasional new West. Castoriadis' purpose was to identify 
recruits (mostly from the bookstore) but not on a Castoriadis maintained that whereas surplus 


consistent or predictable basis. Responses to the Russia as а capitalist country which had value in the West was skinmed off by private 
store and public meetings are pood but still den. mystified the western Left into blindly suppor- capitalists, in Russia it was collectively 
onstrate that almost all of our "fans" continue to ting its domestic and foreign imperialism. His appropriated by the bureaucratic class. The 
be only consumers of revolutionary ideas. hope was to build an autonomous Left that would bureaucracy thereby profited both individually 
fight its own struggles rather than those of a and collectively. Ном classless can a society 


In short, our potential ability to produce the foreign capitalist power. pretend to be that structures wage differentials 
Philadelphia issues of Synthesis on a decent Curiously, Castoriadis' analysis of with ratios of ten to опе? In his reading of 
schedule may exist, but {t sure can't be readily Russian society was built upon a marxist frame- Marx Castoriadis emphasized that the true nature 
demonstrated. Our thoughts are basically these: work. Where Trotsky characterized the Russian Of expliotation was not simply in the cash 


If Synthesis can't be regularly produced, the pro- bureaucracy as a caretaker ‘caste’ that would amount of surplus value, but in the fact of its 
fect akord Ба drastically revised or even scrapped, develop the means of production until the workers being appropriated without the consent or 

We hope that this won't be necessary, We and LED were mature enough to take power, Castoriadis Participation of the workers. Given that any 
would like feed-back and offers of assistance from Saw it as the cornerstone of a new class society Socialist society would require a degree of 
others. Until one or more groups offer to put out Citing Marx's Poverty of Philosophy, Castoridis Capital accumulation, this did not give it the 
issues alone, we propose that Synthesis continue to rejected Trotsky’s analysis as being Proudhonian "ight to exclude the producers of value from the 
be issued by us and LED but on a cooperative rather in that it justified the bureaucracy's contro] basic decisions of how much accumulation and 
than alternating basis. Presumably this would mean over the means of distribution and consumption toward what end. 

that the material would be mostly written by LED while ignoring the total power it exercized 


and that they would handle correspondence and over the means of production. Marx had maintain- Without worker participation in such 
Finances, We Would compose, print and probably ed that these social mechanisms were but basic economic decisions, capitalist exploita- 
MALY. Se.” MERN ah еы OGAE different levels of the same process. tion East and West was difficult to differenti 
ate. Miar заз Russia apart was that it was 
Subscriptions to Synthesis are 40¢/issuc, bulk Just because the Russian state owned the more efficient at extracting surplus value. 
orders. at 30¢/copy. We are eager to receive pub- means of production, Castoriadis argued, did Having eliminated the soviets and reduced the 
lications of other groups and will send Synthesis in not imply the existence of socialism. His trade unions to state agencies, the Russians 
exchange. Subscriptions to League for mae reading of Marx was that capitalism was not had effectively diminished the complications 


Denocracy/P.0. Вох 1858/San Pedro, CA 90733. Our based so much on the private ownership of the Created by class conflict. For Castoriadis, 
address is Philadelphia Solidarity/GPO Вох 13011/ means of production as on their total control 1+ was ludicrous for Trotsky to laud the econom- 
Philadelphia, PA 19101.@ by the capitalist class. In The Revolution ic achievements of Stalinism as having сгеа- 
Betrayed, Trotsky openly feared that the bureau- ted a progressive economy. On the contrary, 
cracy would overstep its caretaker role and Castoriadis contended that these were but in- 
appropriate to itself the means of production. dications of the directions capitalism might 
Castoriadis merely took the next logical step take as it perfected its means of muting 

and contended that this had happened early class conflict. 

in the revolution when the bolsheviks crushed 3 


In the end, the goal of the bureauerac, 
the soviets; thê only effective organ of 9 у 
working-class power. was to consolidate and expand its power. At 


home, it manipulated the surplus value to fit ’ 
these needs. Abroad, it resorted to expansion? 
For the Trotskyists, the takeover of Eastern 
Europe was a victory for socialism; for Cas- 
toriadis, it represented a Soviet form of im- 
Perialism. At first, Russian expansion resulted 
not from the need to gain markets for capital 
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exports, but rather because of a capital 
scarcity. Once the satellites had been plundered 
of capital resources and equipment, their con- 
quest served to bolster the power of the 
bureaucracy. 


Castoriadis and his comrades in Socialisme 
ou Barbarie thought it farcical for the Trot- 
skyists to support Tito in his showdown with 
Stalin. This confrontation, rather than indica- 
ting a vibrant new form of socialism in 
Yugoslavia, revealed the contradictions of 
bureaucratic imperialism. Tito's revolution 
was no less class-based than Stalin's. His 
rebellion was sparked by an unwillingness to 
have his industrial development plans drawn up 
in Moscow. Castoriadis was appalled that the 
Trotskyists could read arevolutionary struggle 
into a battle of competing bureaucracies, of 
competing nationalisms. 


Оп its face, Castoriadis' break with 
Trotskyism did not signal a significant de- 
parture from Marxism. His position on the 
Russian question, after all, was led in 
the traditional Marxist notions of the labor 
theory of value and exploitation. The idea 
of a new stage of capitalism - bureaucratic 
capitalism, however, required some radical 
revisions of other Marxist notions. Castoriadis' 
first departure from Marx concerned his defini- 
tion of class. - 


If Russia was 
capitalist society, 
the notion that. the 
means of jon whil 
did not. The emphasis had 1 

ownership to control, because this was really 
the essence of class society East and West. 
Thus, Castoriadis defined class society as 
being divided between one class which gave the 
orders and made the decisions and another class 
which was forced to carry out these directives: 
between dirigeants and exécutants. 


This formulation opened a pandora's box 
of theoretical problems and foreshadowed the 
‘vanguard’ debates which later plagued the 
New Left. By defining the working class in 
such broad terms - as order takers - Castoriadis 
rejected the traditional emphasis on the indus- 
trial proletariat as the vanguard. He recognized 
the importance of the white collar proletariat 
as well as the service workers, but refused to 
identify any one sector as the heartbeat of the 
revolution. Posed in 1949, the questions 
raised by this concept of class society were 
not seriously confronted by the Left for almost 
twenty years. 


Although they still identified themselves 
as Marxists in the early 1950's, the Russian 
question had shown a willingness on the part of 
Socialiame ou Barbarie to drop Marxist notions 
that were no longer useful and replace them 
with new concepts such as their definition of 
class. Beginning with economic analysis, more 
radical departures were soon in the offing. 


When the first issue of Socialisme ou 
Barbar je appeared, Castoriadis was strongly 
committed to traditional Marxist political 
economy with its central notions of the labor 
theory of value and the crisis of overproduction. 
Hardly distinguishable from the writings of his 
Stalinist enemies, Castoriadis' analysis focused 
on the inevitable pauperization of the working 

-masses and the resultant breakdown of the 
capitalist economy. In true Marxist fashion, 
he assumed that the falling rate of profit would 
force wages down to the subsistence level and 
prevent workers from becoming the consumer base 
required for the stability of the system. Thus, 
Castoriadis foresaw not only a breakdown of 
capitalism in the West, but also a confronta- 
tion between Eastern and Western blocs arising 
from this crisis which would set off a third 
World War sometime in the early fifties. 


As capitalism successfully stabilized 
itself in the post-War period, Castoriadés's 
economic forecast seemed embarassingly in- 
ept. No wonder, then, that Castorfadis began 
to question the very heart of Marxist eco- 
nomics which had proved so counter-productive 
to him as a predictive method. He came to the 
conclusion that Marx's labor theory of value 
was an exercise in self-contradiction. In 
borrowing this theory from the bourgeois econ- 
omists Smith and Ricardo, Marx had wrong- 
ly defined labor power as a commodity "neither 
more бог less than sugar." Castoriadis observed 
that this notion was completely devoid of the 
class struggle. "The extraction of use-value 
of labor power is not a simple technical oper- 
ation like the extraction of so many calories 
from a ton of coal. It is a bitter struggle 
in which the capitalists lose half of the 
time." 


Formulated, therefore, with disregard 
for the impact of the lass struggle, Marx- 
ist economic analysis in Castoriadis's view 
provided, at best, a short run perspective of 
nineteenth century Europe’ that was unduly in- 
fluenced by the bourgeois theories of the 
era of wildcat capitalism. By successfully 
struggling against pauperization and challeng- 
ing the goals of capitalist accumulation, 
the proletariat had proved Marx wrong. As a 
result of class struggle, real wages had 
increased over the long run rather than de- 
creased, and capitalist elites had adapted by 
transforming consumerism into a mainstay of 
the system. 


Castoriadis freely admitted that post-War 
capitalism was not crisis free, but he 
strongly rejected all varieties of the breakdown 
theory. After weathering the crisis of the 
thirties, capitalism had developed several 
strategies for stabilizing itself. It 
learned the importance of keeping wages high 
and artificially created consumer needs to 
fuel economic expansion. In the West, the 
state massively intervened in the economy to 
manage unproductive sectors through national- 
izations, and bolstered the others with large 
spending programs as in the area of defense 
expenditures. Furthermore, the example of 
Russia demonstrated the most advanced stage 
of government planning and intervention to 
avert economic crises. 


Thus, Castoriadis’s own bitter experience 
d led hi 


theory. While capitalism WOuld continue to 
have serious economic problems, Castoriadis 
argued that it was resourceful enough to ге- 
coup and restabilize. The most unfortunate 
aspect of breakdown theory was its effect on 
the revolutionary movement. It encouraged an 
unhealthy determinism in too many militants 
who convinced themselves that the next big 
economic breakdown would unleash the social 
upheaval. A volumtarist by outlook, Castori- 
adis reasoned that a true social revolution 
would never result as an afterthoughtof eco- 
nomic crisis. If people did not make the 
revolution, economic happenstances would not 
do it for them. 


DONT you wow 
THE EMANCIPATION 
(OFTHE WORKING. 
CLASSES CAN ONLY 
'WEVED BY 
WORKING 


Castoriadis's rejection of Marxist eco- 
nomics became part of a larger disillusion- 
ment with Marxist theory in general. How was 
he to rationalize his continued adherence to 
an ideology that was the official doctrine 
of Russian bureaucratic capitalism and the 
gtalinist parties in the West? How does one 
remain loyal to concepts that had become an 
ideology in Marx's worst sense of that word-- 
a group of ideas that permits people to say 
one thing while doing another? Could it per- 
haps be the case that Marxist theory and prac- 
tice promoted rather than undermined class 
society? These were but a few of the ques- 
tions that Castoriadis confronted as he re-eval- 
uated his dedication to the ideas of his youth. 
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GUSTAVE DORE 


In Castoriadis's view, Marxist social 
theory was plagued with the same inconsistencies 
and wrongheaded determinism as its economic 
theory. When Castoriadis characterized social 
conflict as resulting from the division be- 
tween order-makers and order-takers, he 
shifted the entire focus of the class struggle. 
The issue was no longer the ownership of the 
means of production, but their control. Con- 
sidering that many workers in the post-War 
period had become property owners, it was no 
longer relavant to define the proletariat as 
the class of the dispossessed. It was en- 
tirely insufficient to speak of the working 
class in objective terms а5 that social group 
falling within such and such маде ' brackets. 
Given the tremendous diversity of the modern 
workforce--comprised of blue collar, white 
collar, service, skilled, unskilled, semi- 
skilled, women, minority, and male workers- - 
solidarity would never result from a wage 
identification. 


Castoriadis maintained that overpro- 


working cilass into a revolutio 
For Castoriadis, the crisis of 
talism was of a social rather than economic 
nature. The heart of the problem was that 
while capitalism could not function without 
forcing people to participate, how was it to 
exclude them from exercising control over 
their participation? As р and techno- 
logy developed, how was capitalism to con- 
vince a more sophisticated workforce that 

it should not have more power in the decision- 
making process? 


The main contradiction of modern capi- 
talism was that it reified and alienated the 
worker. For Marx and even creative marxists 
like Lukacs, reification was a function of 
human relationships being reduced to market- 
place transactions. Castoriadis was in accord 
with the concepts of the Economic and Philo- 
sophic Manuscripts of 1844 but observed that 
the nature of reification had been transformed 
by modern capitalism. Іп Castoriadis' view, 
the key feature of modern life was the force 
of bureaucratization. Instead of being merely 
a commodity bought and sold in the market- 
place, the individual under bureaucratic 
capitalism had become locked into a maze of 
hierarchies that robbed him or her of all 
humanity, a peg in a society of bureaucratic 
structures that undermined solidarity by 
defining people rather than allowing them to 
define themselves. 


Furthermore, Castoriadis' definition of 
the reification-alienation process was not 
restricted to a discussion of the economic or 
productive sphere. Unlike traditional marxism, 
Castoriadis waw the crisis of bureaucratic 
society as potentially explosive in cultural 
as well as productive life. Socialisme ou 
Barbarie was on’of the few formations on the 
Left as early as the fifties to emphasize the 
importance of cultural issues such as the 
special oppression of women and youth, the 
negative effects of sex roles and the repres- 
sive nature of the family. 


Many modern critics would agree with 
Castoriadis that the content of marxist theory 
must be updated, but defend the method as being 
the valid and essential legacy of marxism, As 
Castoriadis' ideas developed, however, he came 
to refect the marxist method. He saw two basic 
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flaws in dialectical materialism: a) it promoted 
a deterministic world view, and b) it offered 

a rationalist or objectivist theory of history 
that completely misread the dynamic of social 
change. 


The student of modern marxism will quickly 
agree that vulgarizers of Marx such as Kautsky 
or Stalin reduced dialectical materialism to a 
crude economic determinism. Captivated by the 
economic predictions of Capital , Kautsky en- 
visioned the revolution as an overripe fruit 
falling off a tree. When capitalism had suffi- 
ciently destroyed itself - the breakdown theory - 
the German Socialist Party had merely to step in 
and take up the reins of power. While Kautsky's 
vision betrayed an extreme variant of economic 
determinism, it was not totally unlike the 
atten iste (wait-and-see) strategies of the large 
Communist Parties in the West. 
The latter, of course, boast 
that they can run a capitalist 
society better than the capi- 
talists can. 


Basically, dialectical 
material ism provides an 
unfinished story whose ending 
we already know. The class 
struggle may wax and wane, but 
the winner has been proclaimed 
їп advance. In choosing its 
name from a phrase found in 
Marx, Socialisme ou Barbarie 
consciously combatted this 
deterministic view of history. 
Looking back at the outbreak 
of two horrible World Wars, 
they maintained that in the 
absence of social revolution, 
capitalism would habitually 
degenerate in barbarism. That 
is, without the wilful inter- 
vention of the masses, the 
crises of capitalism would 
give rise to mass murder and 
fratricide rather than 
socialism. Socialisme ou 
Barbarie did not, however, 
seek to replace one determinis- 
tic formula with another. Its 
purpose was to emphasize that 
history's options were always 
open and that it was men and 
not anonymous forces that did 
the choosing. 


а iate 
materialism as a culture-bound theory relevant 
only to a thin strip of land around the North 
Atlantic. Viewing man as a productive-economic 
animal, dialectical materialism imposed a ra- 
tionale on history that explained human behavior 
from the perspective of the nineteenth century 
factory system. In defining industrialism and 
technology as the logical results of the his- 
torical process, Marx ascribed a necessity to 
history that was in line with the positivist 
philosophy of his era. Marx may have stood Hegel 
оп his head, but Castoriadis argued that he 
should have cut off his head, 


ca 


Marx had transformed Hegel's dialectic by 
replacing spiritualism with materialism. In 
defining his dialectic as scientific and rational, 
Marx implied that the historical process was 
intelligible to those who understood its laws. 

To Castoriadis, however, Marx's dialectic was as 
mystical and providential as Hegel's. Why, after 
all, should a rational force working itself out 
in history be any less spiritualistic than 
divine will? 


Furthermore, Castoriadis noted that the 
implications of a rationalist theory of history 
on revolutionary practice were significant. 


A rational history from beginning to 
end and from part to part would be 
more massively incomprehensible than 
the history that we have known, its 
total rationality would be founded on 
pure fact and a factuality so brutal, 
concrete, and englobing, that it would 
stifle us. Ultimately, under these 
conditions, the problem of practice 
would disappear; that men have to 
give to their lives a meaning which 

15 not pre-assigned, and which they 
have to do under real conditions which 
neither exclude nor guarantee the ac- 
complishment of their project. 1 


In Castoriadis's view, "The proletariat 
makes its own history, under given conditions, 
and its struggles constantly transform capi- 


1 Socialisme ou Barbarie, "Marxisme et Théo- 
rie Pévolutionnaire", #37, 42-43. 
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talist society while at the same time also 
transforming the proletariat." 


Echoing Lukacs, it was Castoriadis's pur- 
pose to transcend the stale debates between 
spiritualists and materialists, theorists 
and activists. .Castoriadis found an initial 
key to overcoming the theoretical stalemate 
in the Theses on Feuerbach. 


The question whether human thinking can 
reach objective truth is not a question 
of theory but a practical question. In 
practice, man must prove the truth, 

that is, actuality and power, this-sided- 
ness of his thinking. The dispute about 
the actuality or non-actuality of think- 
ing--thinking isolated from practice--is 
a purely scholastic question. 


Theory, therefore, could not be properly form- 
ulated in the absence of praxis. 


The fault in the Marxist dialectic was 
that it made praxis an afterthought to theory. 
First, the theory was laid out from beginning 
to end, then the program of action was de- 
signed. For Castoriadis, however, this sort 
of script reified the masses, made them an ob- 
ject rather than subject of history. Even 
such broad-minded Marxists as Lukacs proposed 
a formulation that the working class would 
make the revolution in spite of itself be- 
cause it was the force of reason in history 
whether it knew this or not. This concept 
again promoted praxis as a mystical force-- 
revolutionary action does not require self- 
consciousness or self-knowledge on the part 
of the working class. 


Castoriadis rebelled against this notion 
of praxis. History was not a pre-written 
script where the actors had only to learn 
their parts. Within given material and so- 
cial conditions, history was a creative pro- 
cess. It was not the development of the means 
of production or even the class struggle alone, 
but the human imagination that was the motor 
force of history. 


Praxis, therefore, was а conscious and 
creative process that reduced social change 
to а human rather than technical formula. It 
was neither a perfected consciousness nor 
did it precede or follow theory. 


ication of a previously 
jowl edge it is temporary 
it makes the world speak in a language 
which is both singular and universal. 4 


Ultimately, theory and praxis were but two 
moments in the same process. 


It should be understood that Socialisme 
ou Barbarie's theory did not merely grow out 
of internal debate tut resulted from an action 
critique. Its theory shaped its actions and 
vice versa. In this regard, Castoriadis's re- 
pudiation of Marxist politics flowed from his 
rejection of Marxist theory. 


2 SouB, “Recommencer Та Révolution", #35, 7. 


3 Easton and Guddat, Writings of the Young 
Marx, 401 


4 Souk, "Marxisme et Théorie Revolutionnaire", 
#37, 62. 


Castoriadis believed in the necessity of 
а revolutionary organization to "lead" the 
masses but his definition of leadership was 
not even remotely similar to Lenin's concept. 
In Castoriadis's view, the seeds of the Rus- 
sian bureaucracy were to be found in the demo- 
cratic centralism of the Bolshevik party. The 
notion of the vanguard party reproduced class 
society іп two ways. First, it stood above 
and apart from the masses and thus, on taking 
power, was in а position to become a new rul- 
ing class; this had been the oucome of the 
Bolshevik victory in Russia. Secondly, the 
party itself was divided between a class of 
decision makers and a class of militants who 
carried out central committee directives. As 
such, it was a mirror image of capitalist class 
relations. 


The full force of this notion had been 
experienced by Castoriadis during his years of 
militating in the Trotskyist movement. In 
large part, he defected from Trotskyism be- 
cause he recognized it as a pale image of 
Stalinist politics. The Trotskyists did not 
want to dismantle the bureaucracy but merely 
replace it with its own bureaucracy. This 
is why Castoriadis called Trotskyism the 
“mini-bureaucracy". 


Furthermore, the nature of Marxist the- 
ory buttressed the bureaucratic organizing 
principles of both Stalinists and Trotskyists. 
The party leaders were that class of people who 
had read and understood the basic texts of 
Marx, such as Capital. In addition, their 
wisdom gave them the authority to identify 
and interpret the dialectic in history. Phil- 
osopher-kings of a new era, it was they alone 
who would say when the time was right for in- 
surrection or retreat, they alone who could 
decipher the laws of history. 


While some might see Castoriadis's cri- 
tique as a form of Djilas's "new class" concept, 
they vould te misreading his views. Castoriadis, 
for example, did not characterize the Bolshe- 
vik Revolution as a coup d'etat, but rather 
was it as a bona fide socialist revolution 
made by the proletariat. It was the workers’ 
soviets, moreover, and not the party that 
Castoriadis perceived the seeds of what soc- 
falism might become. The full and direct 
participation of the workers and soldiers 
in their soviets provided an example of how 
to suppress the class struggle. 


toriadis as well were 
committed to the concept o 
or workers' self-management, ey or- 
ated this idea before the Left was willing 
to consider it. While Socialisme ou Bar- 
barie was deeply divided over what role the 
revolutionary organization should play, басһ 
member was committed to the creation of 4 
self-managed society: Speaking for a major- 
ity viewpoint, Castoriadis stressed the need 
for the revolutionary organization to pro- 
mote the autonomy rather than the dependency 
of the working class. Its leadership role was 
to help the workers organize their auto- 
nomous institutions while providing an 
example of anti-bureaucratic principle. 
would be no division between decision 
making and execution as all questions would be 
democratically voted on and each member would 
te required to perform every task from 

making coffee to giving speeches. The 
revolutionary organization would lead, but 
primarily through example and once the 
revolution had been made it would prepare to 
dissolve itself. 


There 


ЭВА. In reality, the RA 


We have presented a thumbnail sketch 
of why Cornelius Castoriadis and Socialisme 
ou Barbarie came to reject marxism as a 
prerequisite for remaining revolutionary. 
It took Castoriadis' ideas two decades before 
they gained full recognition from the Left in 
Europe and they will no doubt meet with 
some hostility in America. Yet, it would 
seem that Castoriadis is of more than a passr 
ing inteest to a country like ours which 
has strong traditions of libertarian social- 
ism. This essay has touched on only one aspect 
of Castoriadis. For those who would like to 
fill in some of the blanks I have left, 
English translations of many of Castoriadis' 
writings can be obtained from the Solidarity 
group in England (Solidarity, c/o 123 
Lathom Road, London Е.6) or Philadelphia 
Solidarity. 


«State – Fetishism” 


SOME REMARKS CONGERNING THE RED ARMY FACTION 


(Originally "The Baader-Meinhof Gang" by 
А. Grossman published in a pirate edition 
of LE MONDE DIPLOMATIQUE, Nov. '77) 


The Red Army Faction was founded in 1970 
because the people involved felt that a social 
movement was developing and becoming radical- 
ized, in which revolutionaries could partici- 
pate on a new level: they considered them- 
selves an advanced detachment of the "prole- 
tariat", who they thought would shortly take 
up arms everywhere, before launching a general 
assault rban guerilla" and "popular 
struggle"! are meaningful expressions only In 
relation to this conviction, Although they 
regarded him as an Important revolutionary 
theoretician, the RAF criticised Ernest Mandel 
(a Fourth International heavy) for conceiving 
of armed struggle primarily as a means of 
self-defense. The. RAF sought to launch the 
offensive Ч ves. 

ү ee 


r 
of-the end of an era than the sign of a new 
опе. 105 creation took place in the general 
context of the recession, if not decline, of 

а movement, after an often misunderstood surge 
of activity. What are the characteristics of 
the social unrest at the end of the sixties? 
First, a confused (therefore sterile) conscious- 
пезё& in which revolution (as heralded by Marx- 
ism and various parties of the left) is mean- 
ingless if it does not constitute a change 
radical enough to upset life-styles, the mode 
of production and human relations themselves. 
Second, a criticism of the so-called socialist 
states, as being Just another kind of capital- 
ist state, accompanied by a general critique 

of capitalism as the world of wage-labor and 
commodities. The refusal of all forms of 
capitalism, state-managed as well as "unmanaged", 
implies a split with the organizations (parties, 
unions, the left) that owe their existence to 
the management of reformist struggle, and divide 
power amoung themselves, the state, and the 
bourgeoisie. 


But’ when you come right down to it, the 
movement of the sixties never even got close to 
the roots of what it was rejecting. There was 
not even the beginnings of an attack made on 
mercantile relations: the destruction of the 
state's forces and political machinery (as in 
Poland, for example) remained limited and ехсер- 
tional. The movement's two characteristics 
меге adaj upon to the point that they 
became factors of social evolution. In the 
absence of a revolution, the will to "change 
life"! turned into a kind of reformist vision 
of daily life, which was propagated by modern, 
non-institutional leftism in the form of fem- 
inism, psychiatry, sexuality, ecolology, etc. 
The "new left'! felt the need to dissociate 
itself from the classical leftist structures. 
This led to the creation of "buffer groups" 
to the left of the traditional parties and 
unions. In the East as well as іп the West, 
this tremor activity coincided with the ар- 
pearance of new forms (or the reactivation of 
old ones) of organization and leadership. 


The workers! struggle and the questioning 
ofl] aspects of life; when they remain essen- 
tially reformist, only give an impetus to the 
parliamentary and extra-parliamentary leftist 
groups, both of whom take an interest in the 


ballot box, This is seen in the ге-етег- 
gence of the left in Italy, France, Spain, 
Portugal, the leftist unions in Great Britain 
and 1050! in West Germany. The developments 
in the class struggle are directly related to 
the means used to smother it. This is most 
obvious when you consider the ways that states 
have reinforced themselves during periods of 
unrest. So, one Is left with conflicting 
impressions: many things seem to be happening, 
entire segments of ideology appear to be 
collapsing, yet it seems that no progress is 
being made, ` 


The oftem heralded "recession"! (visible 
since '74), whose arrival we expected so much 
of, has, until now, only accelerated the ге- 
birth of social democracy. In the face of this 
blocked situation, terrorism is an attempt to 
speed things up. The paradox Is that terrori 
sets itself ti goals as the legalist 


ify their spi әп 
kind of consciousness some biagi 
theirs by spectacular actions. 


The anarchists of the end of the 19th 
century also preferred "propaganda of the deed" 
to the electoral politics of the socialists. 
But the point is, it was still propaganda. 
However, terrorism does reflect an important 
contradiction in the sense that social unrests 
have produced the temporary illusion of contem- 
porary conformism, especially in situation 
where there is a "government of the left". 
Terror exists in all countries, especially 
in those which are not politically stable, 
where it is easy to believe that it's the 
dawn of a "revolutionary situation" (as in 
Italy). It exists in the more economically 
and socially stable countries, where the 
establishment seems invulnerable and all alter- 
natives condemned to failure (USA, West Ger- 
many) « 


In Italy, the violence of leftist extre- 
mists must be seen in the context of the real 
or alleged plots of the extreme right and 
She factional rivalry within the state (secret 
services, military, etc.). In this particular 
situation, the violent actions of the extreme 
left are often a continuation of spontaneous 
proletarian reactions (factory burnings, sabo- 
tage, etc.) without necessarily serving them. 


Isocialist Youth Organization, close to the CP 
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In West Germany as in the US at the time of 
the Black Panthers and the Weatherpeople, an 
isolated minority attacked a self-assured state, 
which didn't hesitate to shoot first and ask 
questions later. The RAF understood that the 
legalism and "'realism'of the left reflect its 
nature and vocation: to set up a somewhat dif- 
ferent type of management of society. They 
also understood that allusions made to "'revo- 
lutionary violence" by these leftist are only 
more examples of radical sloganeering. When the 
French Communist Party extends its hand to God, 
or when Trotskyists plaster walls with posters 
depicting a VC brandishing a rifle, the same 
gimmick is used in different ways with the 
purpose of stirring up emotions in order to 
recruit and to reassure. 


In their own way the RAF brought up the 
question of the destruction of the state: the 
state that the Trots want to conquer via the 
traditional left, and thatthe Maoists would like 
to render "popular". But this honesty, this 
effort to get. past the same old dead end, only 
brought about a new confusion. You can't say 
that the RAF "didn't have any political theory" 
(Le Monde, 18th of October). But by haphazardly 


They posed the military question in such а way 
that it could not be resolved, because they 
in terms of. an iton between the 


oppos; = 
“masses” and “revolutionaries". Left to their — 


own devices these terrorist groups Just couldn't 
rise above a Leninist level of consciousness. 
They generally tended to borrow their theories 
from third-worldist type Leninism, that is to 
say, they reproducedthe plans and strategies of 
national liberation movements. 


The RAF wanted to "build a party" that would 
be able to lead the masses. The modern urban 
area would replace the countryside, so as to 
permit a prolonged civil war, in which the enemy 
would be surrounded. There are two illusions 
at work in this strategy, On the one hand, they 
believed that West Germany was ripe forsa large- 
scale uprising, comparable to the situation of 
China in the thirties. But more important, they 
analysed the Chinese and Vietnamese not within 
their specifiec historical situations, but ас- 
cording to Мао or Giap's interpretations of 
these situations. The Chinese and Vietnamese 
popular wars did not coincide with a prole- 
tarian revolution, The proletarian uprising 
did not take place in 1949, but 1927, and was 
crushed, Mao and Giap little by little esta- 
blished new states, which then took the place 
of the old, Then they took on the task of acti- 
national capital. 


The RAF wanted to imitate Lenin, to intro- 
duce consciousness to the proletariat; in their 
view, students and youth in general would replace 
the intellectuals, who, according to Lenin and 
Kautsky, would bring "socialism! to the "workers' 
movement", Since then, the leftists have always 
criticised Baader. What they don't see is that, 
like them, his first priority was to create an 
organization. 


THE MILITARY QUESTION 


Every group has its own blueprint for 
“building the party". To their credit, the RAF 
at least posed the military question. According 
to them, past fallures, especially after 1918 
in Germany, were the result of a lack of violence 
or organization, militarily speaking, on the 
part of the proletariat. The problem is, they 
had it backwards. A sufficient level of armed 
struggle was not attained in 1918-21 because 


the foundations of capitalism hadn't been аї- 
tacked. Therefore there was no real call to 
arm oneself to carry out these attacks. The 
eaxample of Max Holz, who, with some success, 
waged a kind of guerilla warfare in 1921, demon- 
strates that military strength depends on the 
social strength achieved by the movement. Holz 
was strong militarily, but in social terms he 
"soared" above the real workers' movement, and 
was struck down, 


The RAF would have liked to "organize" the 
violence of the proletariat and tap its energies. 
In order to start this process, a spark was 
needed: the "example". But this energy is not 
in itself the proof of a revolutionty practice. 
One can be at the same time violent and refor- 
mist, and often workers are just that, But for 
the RAF a "revolutionary organization of the 
Proletariat had to be built through armed 
struggle". With violence in а premium ideo- 
logical position, their strategy was to strike 
the first blow, which in turn was supposed to 
trigger numerous other blows from the masses. 
But if it's true that small groups сап exer- 
cise a useful terror against the representatives 
of bourgeots society, thelr action 15 effective 
only if it takes place within a context of 
social warfare, and not if it is undertaken in 
order to create this context. The RAF fell into 
this trap. Their error lay not In engaging 
in isolated and violent actions, but in the 
fact that these actions did not correspond to 
any practice on the part of the proletariat. 
The RAF wanted to radicalize the proletariat, 
yet they placed themselves outside of it, thus 
succeeding only in progressively Isolating 
themselves. 


To Lenin's substitution of the party for 
the proletariat, they added the substitution of 
the armed nuclei for the party, 

For guerillas, unity takes shape 

starting from nothing. Anybody can 

start, and there is no need to wait 

for anybody else, A half dozen 

fighters who really put their backs 

into it and don't talk Interminably 

сап fundamentally change the poli- 

tical scene, and provoke an ava- 

lanche, 

RAF wanted to prove that it is possible to 
ist the state", Their example proves once 
адаїп that it isn't. 


If you start out with a theoretical divi- 
sion between massès and revolutionaries, the 
most subtle dialectics will never succeed In 
preventing an attempt to "raise the masses", 
There are two possible outcomes of this. One, 
you can adopt the actual practice of proletar- 
ians in а non-revolutionary period, in that 
case succumbing to trade-unionism, electoral- 
ism, or becoming trapped on the lowest level of 
the class struggle. In this case, depending on 
your strength, you can begin to directly con- 
tribute to keeping the workers in their place. 
Two, you can situate yourself at a level not 
yet reached by the proletariat and, in that 
case, proceed with an Isolated offensive. 
the first case, you aren't "revolutionary"; 
in the second, regardless of what you are, you're 
dead. The failures of the second type of posi- 
tion are by far the most visible. This doesn't 
prevent the first position, by far the most 
common, from being counterrevolutionary. 


In 


Baader and his comrades did act on cru- 
cial problems, They attacked capital as a 
mercantile system (supermarket incident). 
They brought home the Idea of revolution as anti- 
statist violence by their attacks on police and 
US military personnel, This last point is 
important. The RAF's references to the "just 
struggle of the Vietnamese people'' matters 
very little here, even though elsewhere it was 
a factor of confusion. The simple fact that 
they dared to attack the US army in the heart 
of Europe was subversive In the same way that 
the anti-war movements were in the US. One of 
the most positive things taking place these 
last few years has been the rebellions inside 
the US army at the énd of the Vietnam war. 
However, in the case of the RAF, these attacks 
on the army were not just one social gesture 
among many, that is, they were not accomplished 


by a group who, the rest of the time, parti- 
cipated in the real movement. Instead these * 
were the actions of specialists, taking place 
within the framework of a systematic plan of 
armed struggle. Even when striking a relevant 
target, the RAF always acted in the place of 
the proletariat, thereby hoping to trigger a 
whole process. This, of course, does not 
happen through the actions of any one group. 


Among those who support the action of the 
RAF, one of the most well-entrenched mystifica- 
tions is the idea that such acts disrupt the 
state and force it to appear in its true form: 
totally repressive. This politics of "worse 
is better" is no more consistent than the 
"lesser evil" policy advocated by the "united 
front". Thousands of heavily armed police 
and armored cars won't shock someone who is 
basically unaware of what the police really are. 
Someone who belleves that the police are there 
to protect them Is not goingto suddenly become 
conscious of the "Police State". 
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THE RAF'S ERROR 


Outraged by the left's disinterest in the 
military question, especially when this disinter- 
est was hidden behind Marxist justifications, 

the RAF made this question the focus of all 
activity. Their mistake was in confusing capital 
and the state, and in confusing capitalist soc- 
jety's strength with its capacity for repress- 
ion.» The revolutionary question was reduced to 
the question of violence. Recognizing the 
omnipotence of the state, the RAF deduced 


"To progressively eat away at the enemy's 
strength" meant, therefore, to kill police 
officers and scare the bourgeoisie. A good 
example of fetishism of the state! Capital's 
strength does not lie In its cops or its army, 
but in Its social dynamic, which makes wage 
earners, especially in countries like West Ger- 
many, participate in the perpetuation of the 
system, 


If you start off by attacking the official 
agencies of repression, you immediately place 
yourself on the military terrain, whereas, 
during a revolution, the center of gravity is 
elsewhere, In а non-revolutionary period such 
ап error is fatal. By disrupting the "mode of 
activity" (Marx), a communist revolution would 
destroy the instruments and forces of repression 
by communizing Society, one being the essential 
condition of the other. The RAF thought they 
were striking at the head of capital, whereas 
they were only eliminating interchangeable 
parts. They were preoccupied with secondary 
problems, while the essential was and still is 
untouched. Capital is only reinforced by these 
partial attacks and can surround itself with an 
apparently united front against the terrorists.2 
Of course, any attack will be met by a united 
front of social reaction. There is nothing 
we can do about that, and it would be absurd to 
renounce all struggle for this reason. But in 
this case the struggle was seriously lacking in 
positive aspects and had the fatally negative 
aspect of coalescing the majority behind the state 


In this spiral of violence and counter- 
violence, the factor of armed struggle sepa- 
rates itself from the rest of the social move- 
ment. While Baader started out with a gesture 
that could have had some effect on the rest of 
society, a few years later we find a professional 
revolutionary, his entire activity devoted to 
bank heists, going from hideout to hideout... 
The means become the end, and killings are done 
just Ёо survive. 


Nest Germans are not as unanimous in their 
rabid anti-terrorism as one would be led to be- 
lieve: a 1971 regional survey found that 5% of 
the people questioned would give assistance to 
members of the RAF if they needed it; a percent- 
age which must be changed now. 


more obvious. 
others or to revenge them. 
Baader understood that the survivors were going 


Some deserted, like P. Homman, who gave 
himself up in 1971. He quite correctly denounced 
the ‘idea that the transgression of the bour- 
geois laws is a revolutionary act in itself", 
adding that "isolated terrorist acts mean that 


one has lost all hope and confidence in the 


revolution. This is desperation." 


Since the arrest of the principle members, 
the dead end reached by the RAF has become even 
The terrorists acted to liberate 
It is likely that 


In circles. As refugees in "progress ive" 
states, the survivors have become the political 
hostages of these regimes. Ном can they criti- 
cize these states and their National Capitalism? 
Particularly since the RAF never broke off rela- 
tions with the third world. But this politi- 
cal support made matters even more confusing for 
them, Those regimes like South Yemen, who had 
supported them in order to play the maverick 


with other nations, now choose, diplomatic con- 


siderations having changed, to persecute them an 
and join the club of "moderate" countries. 


This world-wide anti-extremist alliance will, if 


noth it else, have shattered a few myths. 
ng 


A group that is ready for anything, includ- 
ing the killing of hostages, will always meet Its 
match in the state. The intervention of the 
German commandos in Mogadishu demonstrated the 
state's capacity for retaliation. When “dealing 
in brutal strength, no one fucks with the state. 
The RAF was beaten because it fought on the 
state's own terms.@ 


news from 
Wooden Shoe 


NEWS FROM THE WOODEN SHOE 


In Synthesis 5 we announced the opening of the 
Wooden Shoe in Philadelphia, an anarchist /Iber- 
tarian socialist bookstore cum records. The store 
has now been around for over two years and, having 


tinu on, оч 
share what we've learned and evaluate the project 
so far. 


First, to recapitulate the background of the 
store: Wooden Shoe was founded by the Philadelphia 
Solidarity people and some friends as a means to 
distribute libertarian literature not available in 
the bourgeois and left bookstores in Philadelphia. 
We also wanted the shop to become a place where 
libertarians could meet, collaborate, hold events, 
hang out, and make friends. 


We devoted a lot of discussion to the organiza- 
tional form and method of decision-making in the 
first few months, and came to the following артее- 
ment: all decisions to be made by consensus where 
possible, and to try to honor strong objections if 
people hold them--but, if it comes to it, a vote 
is taken (this has happened two or three times); 
all members of the store are expected to be active 
and to withdraw their membership if they stop; new 
members are voted into the collective by 2/3 vote; 
expulsion is by 2/3 vote; no member may profit 
from the store and all members share the liability 
of the store according to their ability. The store 
collective opened Wooden Shoe with 11 members and 
about $3,500 capital (mostly loans from ourselves). 


We rented a basement store on the edge of the 
center city shopping district. The space is very 
small, 400 square feet, but affordable, We all 
feel the central location has been very important 
to our survival in the first year. It is con- 
venient and also attracts walk-in traffic. Since 
the second month we've been open from 11-6 p.m 
Monday-Saturday, and late on Wednesday night. 
Except for two months when we paid one person to 
staff on Mondays, all clerking has been done on a 
volunteer basis. We have recurrent crises staffing 
the store on weekdays, but so far we have had to 
close only occasionally. All the collective mem- 
bers staff at the store, plus friends and people 
we meet who want to help. Often, after someone has 
worked with Wooden Shoe for a couple of months, we 
ask them if they want to join the collective, 

Since the store opened, we have voted in a few new 
members into the collective, and invited sevéral 
others who declined. Of those, two have moved away 
and one dropped out. At any time, there are five 
to ten people who work at Wooden Shoe, but are йос 
collective members. So, :ssentially the same 
"hard-core" who opened the store still maintain it. 
The collective has not grown, but the workforce has 
somewhat made the task a little easier. 
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Two decisions kept the store from becoming а 


financial disaster. Anyone who has visited dreary 
party-run bookstores that sell only holy writ will 
understand why they need té he heavily subsidized. 
We sell a lot of stuff that we disagree with or 
consider a drag. However, we feel free to reject 
anything that particularly bugs ив--а category 
including almost all M-L stuff. We certainly don't 
pretend to be objective. We also sell stuff 
completely irrelevant to politics. 


Record sales are what actually keep the store 
afloat. New records are heavily discounted and 
we are a recognized outlet for folk and feminist 
records. The idea of selling used records on 
consignment came from Bread and Roses in Washington 
and is a real mainstay. 


Collectives, 
Counter -culture, 


and the Left 


We are still surrounded with the affec- 
tations, habits, and fashions associated with 
the counter=culture of the 1960's, Clothing 
styles, the decorative use of plants, and health 
food diéts are still very much їп vogue among 
a significant portion of the youth population. 
This “has opened up new markets to which major 
industries have grown in response. With the 
increasing sophistication of the marketing 
and packing techniques of these objects has 
come a corresponding raise in prices. in 
order to affec this, the consumers of these 
subjects have turned to alter 
distributing them such a а 
cooperatives. But the consumption of these 
` ` objects, by wh. г means, hardly constitutes 

a эй culture. 
constitutes a counter-culture, and how these 
various aspects relate to it at this point in 
historical development. 


~- 


The counter-culture developed out of the 
political and social turmoil of the 1960's, 
Its major issues were war, racism, and poverty, 
all associated with a search for а more humane 
alternative to the dominant patterns of social 
interactionwhich had brought about these condi- 
tions. This search was based on the disillusion- 
ment with a life style which channelled all at- 
tempts at individual fulfillment or self-defi- 
nition into the consumption of mass-produced 
commodities. It developed Into a movement 
based on an emerging consciousness of the effects 
of society on peoples’ relationships with one 
another, and humankind's relationships with 
nature. The objectification and institutional- 
ization of human social relations was attacked. 
The movement ame characterized by the desire 
for ''simple comfdtt"! and the avoidance of unne- 
cessary extravagance, After all, the more extra- 
vagantly one lived, the more hours one had to 
work at a dehumanizing Job. The politics of 


work and life style became pivotal concerns and 
were integrated with political activity In order 
to consciously create a counter-culture: a culture 
and life-style counter to the values and norms of 
a class society and commodity fetishism, 


SSS = 


Finances are a major problem. Our fixed monthly 


expenses are $450: rent, utilities, insurance, 
supplie: 


Ve have to make at least this much 
Most of our creditors pet 


"profit" to stay open. 


paid on a repular basis and we try to have cash 
on hand for customers whose records we have sold for incident seem to be two-fold 


them, but there is a certain hand-to-mouth aspect 
to the whole thing. 


Our major crisis was a politically-inspired 
trashing resulting in $2000 damage. Ve recovered 
about $700 in insurance and a few hundred in 2 
donations. The loss in momentum and danape to 


morale (particularly when we learned that one of the 


trashers was a friend and fellow-worker) has been 
in addition to the immediate financial loss. Some 


details of the incident are recounted in a letter 
that was sutmitted to Fifth Estate. See the letter 
section elsewhere in this issue. (FE declined to 
print the letter but expressed themselves in 
solidarity with us and published a sympathetic 
article). The lessons to be learned from the 
First, any operation 
designed to effectively distribute libertarian 
ideas and materials under capitalism is going to 
involve compromises with, and adaptations of 
capitalist institutions (money, etc.). Political 
purists (such as Situationist epigones) will be 
disturbed by this even though they will be unable 
to offer alternatives and although their own prac- 
tice and theory are frequently inconsistent. 
Second, an attempt to create "Socialism in one 


(continued on page 12) 


Ironically, this lifestyle is now 
hardly distinguishable from the patterns of 
conspicuous consumption to which it was 
counter-posed as an alternative. The form 
and style of the movement has been рге- 
served while its substance has been co- 
opted. Its affectations have been em- 
bodied as commodities which seem to in- 
crease the alternatives available to Indi- 
viduals. However, їп effect they make the 
individuals increasingly dependent on the 
mass producers of commodities which suppos- 
edly define the new lifestyle (posters, 
paraphenalia and clothing for example). The 
market society showed its capacity to inte- 
grate radical aspirations and render them 
innocuous to the existing social struc- 
ture. 


A case in point is the belief that 
small-scale co-ops and collectives opera- 
ting wi the confines of a corporate 
society can provide a viable alternative to 

human relationships. As such 


relief from some of the more enploltative 
and repressive aspects of our society, 
such as price fixing and organizational 
hierarchy. They may allow the consumer to 
obtain the objects of his needs and de- 
sires at a lower cost. The social rela- 
tionship of these organizations may allow 
for more humane interactions and somewhat 
more creative work. Yet, they are still 
subject to the dominant market relations, 
e.g., relations with producers, wholesalers, 
landlords, moneylenders and tax collect- 
ors. They exist within the limitations of 
the capitalist state and are still subject 
to its legal dictates. Thus their existence, 
as a "solution", serves to repress the 
drive and development for holistic social 
change by serving to strengthen the illu- 
sions of the potential for democracy, so- 
cial change and individual freedom within 
the present social structure. 


Collectives and co-ops can only be 
effective to the extent to which they per- 
cieve themselves as alternatives to the 
dominant institutions and relationships. 
They cannot judge themselves in terms of 
efficiency and organizational norms, for 
these are the norms of repression. They 
constitute an alternative only to the ex- 
tent that they facilitate individual de- 
velopment within a community and challenge 
all impediments to that development. Very 
real impediments exist, and no organiza- 
tional structure alone can provide ade- 
quate insulation against them. Collecti- 
vism may very well be the organizational 
form of a new society. However, to be- 
lieve that a new society can be brought 
about simply by the example of collectiv- 
ism, that collectives can give people con- 
trol over their own lives without directly 
challenging the control exercised by the 
corporate structure, is naive utoplanism. 


The values necessary for a successful 
collectivism, i.e., community, cooperation, 
empathy and self-determination, are values 
which are contrary to those upon which a 
competitive market society is based, Yet, 


the values of competitiveness have been 
stressed by the major socializing institu- 
tions of our society, most notably the fam- 
We have 


ily, schools and the mass media. 


internalized these values and only a 
critical examination of our most basic 
assumptions can enable us to overcome the 
ideological and psychological effects of 


our upbringing. The creation of а new so- 
ciety demands the creation of new individ= 
uals. А counter-culture must develop а 
process of "'counter-socialization”. This 
can be effective only if the power and 
authority of the dominant socializing in- 
stitutions, which are some of the most pow- 
erful institutions of the existing society, 
are attacked, 


A component of the new consclous- 
ness must be an emphasis on the responsi- 
bilities entailed in taking control over 
one's life. The avoidance of this respon= > 
sibility 15 one of the major supports of 
the existing social order. A collective 
society can only be based on mass partic- 
cipation. Organizational theory alone 

not bring this about. The interaction 
of serious social analysis and community- 


е forma Ueture oF corre в 
transformed into a living, substantive 
reality. А new society can never become а 


full-blown alternative without а di- 
rect confrontation with the current cen- 
ters of power. 


Despite Its limitations, many of + 
those involved in the New Left of the 
1960's came closer to an understanding of 


this than the current manifestations of ы 


the youth culture. In its most Systematic 
form the radical life style of the New 


Left can be characterized by the following: 

1) A belief that capitalist society 
promotes and is dependent upon a lifestyle 
composed of values which places the indi- 
vidual in an alienated, highly exploited, 
position both as a worker and as a consum- 
mer. 

2) That the state exists to рге- 
serve the capitalist order and thus Ье- 
comes a guardian of its Interests and Its 
supporting institutions. 

3) That revolutionary action con- 
sists of living a lifestyle which enables 
the Individual to be less dependent on 
the exploiting institutlons, thus enabling 
him or her to engage in the actions which 
move toward undermining the foundations of 
the existing society. 


Collectives can perform an important 
role in a movement characterized by the 
abovg. In so far as they facilitate a 
radi€al life style and counter-social i- 
zation, aimed at altering working class 
reality, they can provide us with a 
glimpse of tomorrow. However, in and 

of themselves, they cannot bring about 


Pat McGuire and Ira 
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INTERVIEW WITH CASTORIADIS : 
BUREAUCRATIC SOCIALISM 


Bicicleta, Issue#lOo 


Q. The expr on "state socialism" 
(or the most recent inadvertently 


humorous discovery ‘dictatorial socialism’) 


1з like such expressions as "a square 
circle", a "one dimensional solid", etc. 
It has only an ideological function’ to 
make one forget that the Russian 

regime has nothing to do with socialism. 


A. Socialism has always meant the 
supression of exploitation and oppre: 
ion, the elimination of the domination 
of any particular social group,the 
destruction of institutions (economic, 
political and cultural) that facilitate 
these relations of domination. All the 
institutions in Russia as wellas China- 
from the machines and the organization 
of work in the fectories, to the news- 
papers and official literature, the 


в burea 
fragmented in the West, total in the 
East. 


$. The bureaucracy appears as ап 
exploiting and dominant cla: un- 
questioned after 1917 in Russia, and, 
paradoxically, as a product of that 
which has been called the degeneration 
of a socialist revolution. 


А, Many have wished to explain this 

by local and accidental factors: the 
population's backwardness, the civil 
war, the isolation of the revolution... 
but one must ропа to the political 
problems presented bythe destiny of the 
Russian Revolution: the theme and content 
of socialism, the role of the Bolshevik- 
Leninist party and its apparatus as the 


nucleus, agent, instrument and benificiary 


of the installation of new forms of 
domination and exploitation. 
In any case, the discussion in such terms 
is а total anachronism. Russia has 
industrialized, 1% is by no means 
"isolated". Bureaucratic regimes today 
subjugate over a billion individuals. 
But all that has in no way brought about 
the disappearance or the weakening of 
bureaucratic power, and it has seine = 
domination in East Germany and Стесһо- 
slovakia, countries that certainly cannot 
be defined es beckwards. 
Finally, the very term of degeneration 
(Trotsky's thesis) is improper. 

et ob: 


February to Octo = of sn, a double 
power existed in Russia, the provisional 


government on one side and the soviets 
on the other side.. After October, 
another tenuous double power was estab- 
lished, for a time, between the Bol- 
shevik party and the autonomous activity 
of the masses and the organs of that 
autonomy (especially the factory commit- 
tees). Tenuous, because the workers 
believed, at least a good part of then, 
that the Bolshevik party was "their" 
party. 


Q. The party, apparatus of domination. 


A. That party, with Lenin and Trotsky at 
the head, independent of what it said, did 

no more than reconstruct a state apparatus 
separate from society; subjecting it to its 
control. It tames the Soviets, the unions, 
all collective organizations, It subordinates 
all social activities to its own rules and 

its own point of view. And it does this 
successfully. 

This period finally ended with the crushing, 
at the hands of Lenin and Trotsky, of the 
Kronstadt Commune (1921). From then on, the 
Bolshevik party was the dominant social group 
in Russia, and only a social revolution, a 
revolution of the entire people, would have 
been able to sweep it from power, as it will 
undoubtedly do some day. 

That "degeneration" is the arrival, birth, 
development, revelation and realization of the 
totalitarian, bureaucratic nature of the type 
oforganization created by Lenin. Once in power, 
this party reinstalls or installs everywhere 
the hierarchy that defines its own organization 
and surrounds itself with bureaucratic layers 
of the management of production, the economy, 
the state and culture. In this way, a dominant 
exploitative class is created: the bureaucracy 
which, behind the juridical formula of 
"nationalization", completely orders the means 
and the results of production, and the people's 
time and their own lives. 


Q The tureaucracies~ а new dominant class. 


A. In the classical capitalist countries, 
the emergence of the bureaucracy can be inter- 
preted, up to a certain point, in the 
referential framework of Marx. The concentration 
of capital, the increasing size of enterprises, 
the tendency to subject the labor process to 
a control that is increasingly detailed and 
directed from the outside, all means that the 
management of production can no longer be 
assured by onlyone boss assisted by an engineer 
and an accountant. It requires, on the contrary, 
an important bureaucratic apparatus in which 
the top holds the power in the enterprise, 
it of any property title. 

But this Marxist interpretation is insuf- 
ficient and incomplete. Bureaucratization 
here acquires anotheraspect in the enormous 
expansion of the role and function of the 
State, independently of the state control of 
the means of production, and it exceeds the 
simple regulation of the economy, Тһе State 
tends to increasingly direct, regulate and 


In the heart of workers' organizations- 
unions and political groups- a bureaucracy 
has likewise been established that has 


expropriated the control of these organizations 
from the participants, and dominates them, 

This shows that the workers movement has adopt- 
ed a model of of organization that reinstalls 
a capitalist model and capitalist meaning: 
hierarchy, specialization, a division between 
directors and workers, 


Q. How has a theory intended to be revolution- 
ary and socialist been able to become an 
ideological cover for regimes such as Soviet 
Russia? 


A. All critiques, as well as all discussions 
of Marxism, must necessarily depart from the 
historical destiny of this conception, that 
is essentially reduced to the huge fact that 
Marxism has become the ideology, the official 
"lay" religion of states that dominate, 
exploit, and oppress a third of this planet's 
population. It is equally superficial and 
тї 41си1оцв to say, following today's fashion, 
that the Gulag is in Marx, its also superficial 
and ridiculous to consider it as something 
totally outside. The social and political 
theory and the real historical practice, that 
are inspired by Marxism are related. In 
effect, there is a solid bond between central 
elements of Marx's thinking and that 
which has come to be called Marxism, 


9. There are those who say that in reading 
"Kapital", they have been unable to learn 
much about socialism... 


A. Marxist economic theory is a central part 
that testifies both to the dominant orientation 
of Marx's thinking and to the manner of 
attachment of the faithful to Marxism. It is 
not an accident that he worked 40 years of his 
life on his “Economic Summary" without 
Succeeding in finishing it. Nor is it accident- 
al that the faithful live with the belief that 
Marx has discovered economic "laws" that 
guarantee the collapse of capitalism. An 
example; Marx believes he discovered a law of 
the increasing rate of exploitation in 
capitalism, that is to say, that in the mass 
relation of benefits-the mass of salaries, the 
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first term increases intime. Nevertheless, 
that law has been disproved by facts, In two 
centuries of the history of capitalism, real 
salaries have increased, in the long run, 
equally with the productivity of labor; stated 
in another way, the rate of production, at the 
most, has remained constant, Why? Essentially 
because workers have struggled to gain in- 
creases in their real salaries, and have gotten 
them. 

If one returns to the theory to search out- 
the reason for this error, one is confronted 
with the astonishing fact: the class struggle 
is absent from "Kapital",more exactly, it 
exists only relative to the capitalist, who 
always wins. This absence of the class 
struggle is the harsh equivalent of the ex- 
plicit thesis of Marx, the central axiom of 
his analysis of capitalism: the labor force is 
а commodity like others (for the aspects that 
we are treating here), As such, it has a deter- 
mined and constant "cost of production" in 
material terms, in spite of the fact that the 
output of a day's work continually increases 
as a function of tecnical progress таз 
terms of "value": the value produced by a day 
of work is, by definition, constant, while the 
total value of commodities that go into 
consumption, supposedly constant, by the 
working class, decreases with time, ) 

Therefore, the differences between the two, 
which Marx called surplus value, increases 
with time, and therefore the rate of exploi- 
tation of the working class also increases, 
Such is the mgasoning of Marx, a radically 
false reasonong, because it ignores, and 
must ignore, ‘the resistance and struggle of 
workers, in supposing that the labor force is 
а commodity, 


Q. The role of the worker's movement ignored 
by Marx. 


A. The labor force is not a commodity in 
relation to that which 1s its "exchange value", 
No commodity negotiates its value or struggles 
to increase it. Coal has never zone on strike 
to obtain an increase ir its price. The work ` 
force is not a commodity in thet which is`çal- 
led its “use value" in production. When a 
capitalist buys a ton of coal, he knows, = 
because of the given level of technology, the 
amount of heat he will be able to extract fron 
it; while when he buys a day of labor, he 
doesn't know how much productive and efficient 
work he will be able to extract. This 
depends on what happens in the factory, on the 
es of the workers, Neithe 


struggle of the workers. But Marx, like all 
economists, is obliged to ignore this aspect, 
and gives an exchange and use value to the work 
force, as if they were determined independently 
of man's activity. Оп the contrary, he couldn't 
construct a system of economic "laws" with a’ 
central variable of the system undetermined. 
He must then adopt, as a theoretical axiom, that 
which is the practical aim of capitalism: - 
the transformation of the worker into a 
passive object. 
2 Said in "Kapital" presupposes that 
га] ‘sm elimina resistance 
the а в. But that capitalism is pure 
ction, of no interest, it is ‘capitalism alone 
in the world,what I call the “Solipsist” model 
of capitalism, To protest that the objective 
of capitalism, the transformation of the worker 
into a passive object, is unattainable reveals 
a dilemma that is much deeper than that of the 
"economy". A di lemma that allows one to 
understand that which we call the атепќа1 
contradiction of capitalism, аж 


Q. The socialist project: the necessity of a 
historical creation. 


A. Only through investigation will we be able 
to comprehend a socialist and revolutionary 
project, both in its origins and in its 
content. Socialism as a necessary stage in 
history does not exist. No science of society 
can guarantee its arrival, nor is it in the 
hands of "specialists" to construct it. The 
socialist project is a project of the creation 
of а new form of society: it is born of a his- 
toric creation, through and by hunan activity. 
Since the beginning of the 19th century, 
workers have "contested" the established 
institutions of society; not only capitalist 
society, but all societies that are said to be 
“historical”. Workers don't combat economic 
exploitation, but domination as such. They want 
to install a new order founded upon liberty, 
equality and ccoperation. Through and by the 
activity of these men, new meaning emerge, 
new forms of organization that are opposed to 
the institutionalied world of thousands of _ 
years: the world of the state, of hierarchy, 
of inequality, of the domination of some over 


others, 
(continued on page 12) 
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Comrades, 


On the weekend of March 18-19 in 

Ann Arbor, Michigan, the Anarchist Commun- 
ist Tendency (ACT) became the Anarchist у 
Communist Federation. The roots of thi¥ 
new federation lie within the SRAF and the 
tension which prevailed between those peo- 
ple in SRAF who felt that anyone who 
could agree with the SRAF declaration was 
welcome and those who felt that а tighter, 
more explicitly anarchocommunist and more 
activist movement was necessary. The lat- 
ter grouping brought the ACF into being. 


As for the conference itself was con- 
cerned, a lot was accomplished, A nine 
page theoretical, document was worked out. 
Basic agreement with this document is a 
prerequisite for membership. Groups have 
also been chosen which will handle fi- 
nances, the publication of an internal 
discussion bulletin, correspondence both 
internationally with others in the U.S. 
and Canada, who are not members, and a 
group to hold the next conference. Con- 
ferences, by the way, will be held twice 
а year, The next one is scheduled for 
the end of August, In Hamilton, Ontario, 
and will be sponsored by members of 
Totally Eclipsed. 


As of this writing, late March, 

ther are eight member groups. Since the 
ACF iš a collectivist organization it does 
not allow for individual members but re- 
quires that members belong to groups of 
at least three people within an hour's tra- 
velling time from each other, The rea- 
soning for this 15 that the ACF seeks to 
avoid having individual members who are 
consistently unable or unwilling to work 
in a group situation. 


It is my bellef that the ACF will 

“grow considerably in a relatively short 
time. The reasons are simple, There is 

no viable alternative which is explicitly 
narchIst communist, activist in charact- 

er and we]! organized. The ACF is clear- 
ly the type of organization that a lot of 
people have been saying Is necessary. Thus, 
all the verbal and written polemics about 
how badly we need such an organization 
are now redundant. The time 
over and the time for action 
cuses have become. Inexcusab] 
chair anarchism has become more despic- 
able than ever. We are at a crucial 
turning point the outcome of which rests 
with people such as the readers о! oe 
thesis. If your readers share my feel- 

ngs, | encourage them to write to the 
ACF external correspondence group at 
“ACF, с/о Вох 2076, Station A, Champaign, 
Illinois 60204, A large quantity of the 
ACF document is being made available to 
Interested persons from the group In 
Champaign. Also, 1 will gladly answer 
inquiries regarding the second ACF con= 
ference in August. 


For Total Transformation, 


Bruce Allen 

„ Вох 223 Jordan Sta. 
Ontario LORISO 

re CANADA 


ex Ses 


Dear Synthesis: 


After having read Sylvia Kashdan's 
review of Sam Dolgoff's The Cuban Revo- 
lution, 1 decided to take up the edito- 
ТТаТ request for response. | also wrote 
a review for this book which appeared in 
Black Star #6, the magazine of the Social 
evolutionary Anarchist Federation. My 
review was a favorable one because | thou- 
ght the book made a significant contribu- 
tion to our understanding of the Cuban 
revolution. | did not see it as an at- 
tempt to "mystify history" but an attempt 
to bring out many facts that contradict 
the Castroite version, The material on 
the Cuban anarchists was included, not to 
whitewash thelr mistakes but to demonstr- 
ate to readers that there existed a social ` 
revolutionary alternative to marxist-len- 
inism: anarchism or libertarian socialism. 
ТЕ is true that the book is not a detailed 
sociological analysis of either Cuban soc- 
lety or Cuban anarchism, nor does It make 

Тапу pretence to be so. Much of the text 
is made up of excerpts from the writings 
of Cuban anarchists that are presented to 
sus uncritically by the author. As with 
Dolgoff's other historical writings he 
devoted much space to letting the actual 
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participants speak for themselves. This 
can present a problem with instances like 
the one mentioned by Kashdan, referring 
to groups like the Irish Republican Army. 
(Although | believe this was more a sug- 
gestion for copying their guerilla tactics 
than in reproducing their politics.) Yet 
1 do not think that this ruins the book's 
worth, It still remains what It was inte- 
nded to be: NOT THE DEFINITIVE STUDY on 
the Cuban revolution but a starting point 
for further research. 


т 5 
Kashdan misrepresented«Dolgoff's book. 
Dolgoff does not pretend to be non-par- 
tisan or non-"ideological" and 1 wonder 
how anyone like Kashdan can write In a 
libertarian socialist publication and 
remain "non-partisan". Kashdan may have 
her own reasons for objecting to Dolgoff's 
anarchism but this 15 no reason to try to 
pass off ап anti-anarchist polemic as a 
serious book review. If she has facts to 
refute the historical commentary of the 
book then it is her responsibility to share 
them with us rather than merely appeal to 
varlous "libertarian" prejudices currently 
in vogue. It is interesting to note that 
in spite of her claim that "ideologies" 
do not explain historical events, she de- 
scribes the failures of Cuban anarchism in 
purely ideological terms, She condemns 
(and rightly so) the support SOME Cuban 
anarchists gave to the formation of the 
Communist Party and later to Castro, She 
then tries to explain this was due to 
either political naivete or ideological 
similarities between anarchists and bol- 
sheviks. Amazing! Somehow we are to bg- 
lieve that the same cultural, material, 
and historical factors that influence the 
actions of workers and peasants, do not 
influence revolutionary militants. The 
primary reason for the conversion of many 
anarchists to state communism was the very 
material fact of the Russian revolution. 
Due to scarcity of information, Comintern 
propaganda and financial influence, and s 
desperation that is developed "within the ® 
context of political corruption and mur- 
derous repression", many reevaluated 
their methods. in hopes of rapidly re- 
peating the Russian "success", Nor was 
this phenomenon confined to "anarchist par- 
tisans'", The same was true of many ultra- 
leftists, syndicalists, and non-aligned 
workers. Мапу more anarchists around the 
world, usually with better information, 
were not taken in. The Spanish CNT re- 
nounced the Russian revolution within 
three years of the founding of the Comin- 
tern. This would suggest that the con- 
version of some anarchists to bolshevism 
had little to do with their anarchism. 


FE did not “print the letter for r 
they explain in the January issue 
а 


LETTERS 


Another internal contradiction of 
Kashdan's review is her allegation that 
Cuban anarchists were giving massive and 
uncritical support to the Castrro regime, 
She claims that the reason for the break 
with Castro was that Castro began re- 
pressing anarchist activities. The 
question this raises in my mind is, if 
Cuban anarchists were so supportive of 
Castro, why did he feel it was necessary 
to repress them? Could it be that the 
Cuban anarchist movement aided the anti- 
Batista guerilla movement more as a means 
of resisting North American imperialism 
than in an effort to put a "socialist" 
state in its place? Certainly it is im- 
portant to raise the strategic question of 
how far social revolutionaries can cooperate 
with political revolutionaries. Kashdan's 
charges of anarchist opportunism, how- 
ever are made without any concrete evi- 
dence to back her up. To prove this she 
would have to show that the Cuban anar- 
chists consciously tried to pass off a 
"changing of the guard" as social revolu- 
tion for the sake of their own political 
advantage. There was ample evidence to 
show that this was what the Communists and 
Castro did. Kashdan can give us no proof 
that the anarchists did the same, Her en- 
tire argument 15 based on innuendo and an 
appeal to popular leftist misconceptions 
about anarchism, 


Kashdan's clumsy attempt to dis- 
credit anarchism just won't wash, Like 
all movements, the anarchist movement has 
had its share of mistakes and individu- 
als with wavering convictions. This does 
not necessarily disprove the principles 
оп which the movement is based. To prove 
that the failures of individual anarchists 
or particular anarchist organizations are 
the result of their anarchism, it must be 
shown that these failures develop logi- 
cally from anarchism, This Kashdan cannot 
do because whenever anarchists have par- 
ticipated in governments ("'revolution= 
ary" or otherwise) it has been in contra- 
diction to their anarchist principles. If 
anything the history of the international 
workers’ movement has been a vin tion 
perspectives., The bolsheviks 


off as libertarian socialists, if not ex- 
plicitly anarchists, Anarchist blunders 
in Spain and Cuba were due to thelr acting 
like marxists. 


For a Federation of Communes, 
Jeff Stein 


Resurgence 


P.O. Box 801 
Fvanston, IL 60204 


The following letter was written 
for publication in the January Fifth 
Estate by the Wooden Shoe collective. 
ons 


sribing the bookstore trashing. The 


letten: _ 
„ 
In the November 3 Fifth Estste, 
Dielen 


Lunn describes her participation 
in an action in San Francisco where she 
and others eltered a billboard. She 
asks whet "others heve done in this 
vein." Unfortunetely, her modesty pre- 
vents her from revesling her role in 
another exemplary action. 


On Oct. 3, the Wooden Shoe book- 
store wes entered at night. The sink 
was stopped up and the weter left on. 
Various periodicals as well es books, 
records and an adding machine were 
thrown on the floor. А grest derl of 
двпере was done but, with 2 lot of work, 
we reopened the next dey. We heve 
received а lot of support and donations 
from friends, customers end distribu- 
tors. 


fap tors 


SSS 
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Sinee the break-in, we have 
leerned of Lunn's participation and 
recovered some of the stolen records. 
It seems that she and others in her 
thought police group were dissatisfied 
with the store's theory (non-profit, 
non-hierarchical, worker-managed col- 
lective store run by unpeid volunteers 
with rotation of jobs) and practice 
(distribution of 811 types of non- 
Leninist left literature through sale 
and lending librery, sele of new records 
at discount, and recycling of used 
records.) The Lunn philosophy dictates 
against recuperating the cepitelist 
medium of exchenge; so, no doubt, they 
threw away the $150 they stole. But 
on the other hend, although we were 
told that our sale of records consti- 
tuted sinful pacificetion of the masses, 
we were disillusioned to learn thet 
they are actually been circuleting had 
playing stolen records. Thought police, 
too, require financing and entertain- 
ment (sometimes by bourgeois culture). 
Like the Vatican hierarchs who place 
benned works on the , they have 
dispensetion to enjoy what they must 
proscribe for the masses. 


The fault wes doubtless ours for 
failing to appreciete their advenced 
politicel position. But admittedly 
we were led astray by Lunn's past 
use of the store to @)sell her old 
records for monetary gein, b) purchase 
records and books (including, apparent- 
ly, Camatte and Letter: шг) в 
her sources of wisdom about revolution- 
ary gangs and the evils of book rn- 
ing), с) act as a lending Абду. for 
an anti-nuclear group in which she was 
active, d) attend our anniversary 
party and discussion group meetings, 
and ө) advertise for а room-mste on 
our bulletin board. (The lest con- 
tradiction apparently occurred to the 
thought police on their raid when they 
tore down the notice.) 


We will leave the analysis of 
their motives to those morbid enough 
to scrutinize the mentelity of the 
pathologicel left. At the tim 
were uncertein whether we had been 
visited by those enforcers of right- 
1 reactionaries eà а 


or apolitical junkies. It never 
really mattered. Any libertarian 
group carrying on any meaningful acti- 
vities must expect to deelwith various 
fascist mentalities including the 

' guilt-ridden middle-class types. For 
our part, we'll try to overcome a naive 
Utopian tendancy to trust too many 
people with keys, Otherwise, we in 
the Wooden Shoe Collective expect to 
carry on as before. 


(Since the above was written, 
we have leerned that the breek-in was 
carried out by Melen Lunn, Sasha 
Feinberg and Dee Wilson. Feinberg 
frequently volunteered to work in 
the store and had а key.) 


In soliderity, 


Wooden Shoe 
Collective 
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Chers camarades, - 

Nous recevons réguligrement "Synthesis" 
et espérons que vous recevez pareillement 
"Jeune Taupe.” Nous voudrions vous donner 
quelques informations sur notre revue, celles- 
ci pouvant interesser certains de vos lecteurs. 

"Jeune Taupe" est publige tous les deux 
mois par l'organisation "Pour une Intervention 
Communiste" dont la plateforme peut être 
envoyče aux camarades qui nous en feraient 
la demande*. Pour ceux qui désireraient 
s'abonner, le montant de l'abonnerent est de 
35 FF ($7). En dehors de la revue, nous 
publions régulièrement des brochures et 
supplements, par exemple: 

- Lutter contre le chômage ou contre le capital 

(22 cents) 
= Mise au point sur l'Autonomie Ouvrière 

(44 cents) 
= Leçons de la Revolution Russe, 1. Les racines 

d'octobre ($2). 
(Paiements au nom de E. Harbi, C.C.P. La Source 
34. 709.15) 

Nous sommes intére: par un échange de 
publications, et au dela par un débat politique, 
avec les groupes américains se placant sur un 
terrain ultra-gauche, et avec lesquels nous 
n'avons par de rapports (correspondance: Jeune 
Taupe, C/ Paralleles, 47 rue St-Honoré, 

75001 Paris, France). 


Fraternellement, 
Pour le P.I.C., C. MICHEL 


*disponible en français, espagnol et suédois. 
Si des camarades avaient 1а possibilité d'en 
faire une traduction en ang cela nous 
serait une aide précieuse. 


The review of the book on Cuba is very well 
expressed and makes one glad that someone with 
the abilities of Sylvia Kashdan has such class 
identification. Except for some missing links 
it at once defuses another dud p: р for a 
revolutionary bomb. That book does have many 
inaccuracies which are probably due to its 
highly questionable source material as anything 
else. (Praeger, used extensively is a notorious 
CIA conduit). 

Unfortunately missing is any criticism of 
the rank sexism quoted of Cuban libertarian: 


off's failure to attack the crue] handling 
of Cuban homosexuals by the Castro government 
is offensive to many. Foremost of the sins of 
ommission is the book's gross failure to deal 
seriously with racism inside Cuba before the 
revolution against Batista. It is another 
example of anarchist failure to be in the fore- 
front of the struggle against racism. Marxists 
obviously exploit it and are ranipulative 
rather than humanist, but the failure of liber- 
tarians in this area of struggle to free ther- 
selves and their world of the racist monstros- 
ity sorely tries all concerned with the humanist 
title due anarchism. Third World peoples are 
real human beings, like us, not a debatable 
political terminology. Let us deal with that 
human reality and consequently salvage a small 
piece of our own diminished humanity. 

Finally, let us also be done with those 
interminable anti-terrorist declarations. 
Hearing over and over those I am not now and 
never will be breast beating has worn too thin. 
It would be far better to hear what we will do 
and let it go at that. iY 


From: VfT. Lee of Mid-Hudson Associates, Р.О. 
Box 310, Rosendale, NY 12472 


From Janet Simon/ 29 Troutbeck/ Albany Street/ 


London, NWI 
Out of the Ghetto: My youth in the Fast 


Ф End, Communism and Fascism 1913-1939, by Joe 


Jacobs. 

This is the autobiographical account of the 
early years of a life-long militant. Joe Jacobs 
who died in March 1977 had been working for m ny 
years on this story. It is not just another local 
History mor is ft the autobiography of a working 
man, although it is both these things. It is 
one man's highly special corner of England. The 
General Strike, the Great Depression and above all, 
the rise of fascism-colour this history. The 
British fommunist Party at grass roots level is 
one of the book's major features. 


Joe Jacobs was born the son of Eastern 
Furopean Jewish immigrants and grew up in the 
Jewish district of Whitechapel in the heart of 
London's East End. All who knew and remember 
this period of time, all fellow East-Enders and 


all Social Historians will relish his minutely 
detailed accounts of daily life amoung Jewish 
workers in the 1920's and 30's. 


His own political development and his view of 
the threat posed by Oswald Mosley's British Union 
of Fascists will interest all students of Fistory 
and all those involved in Politics then and now. 
This is a controversial book. Joe's carefully 
documented story is revealing and seeks to con- 
demn in places. It ends by being highly critical 
of the actions of the British Communist Party 
and of world communism in general from a mili- 
tant and revolutionary standpoint. 


We are a small group of relatives and friends 
who have taken on the task of revising the text 
and arranging for it to be printed. We have 
insufficient financial resources to do the book the 
justices it deserves. Our т dn aim is to pro- 

duce as quickly and as economically as poesible 

and we are launching a subscription to help the 

the books speedy publication... 


note: Joe Jacob's book has now been 
published and is availabe from Janet Simon in 
bulk, о, from Philadelphia Solidarity 
for $5.00 in the US. Fifth Fstate also in- 
tends to stock it. 


IVE BEEN шт 

SINCE | STARTED THIS 

STRIP... AND ЇР LIKE 
LITTLE 
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Translator's Preface for the French edition 


of The Tragedy of the Chinese Revolution 
(refuted th by the publisher) SSC 


ТЕ is known that there was a revolution 
In China. It is generally not known that it 
took place not in 1949, but In 1925. The 
Tragedy of the Chinese Revolution, written by 
a ес: аз Ts the history of this proletarian 
revolution; the analysis of its failure. In 
1937 Trotsky wrote the preface to the first 
edition of this book, The last bolshevik 
drew his conclustons from the last of the 
bolshevik revolutions. In thirty years, not a 
single journalist, sinologist, or historian 
has been found to translate this book. With 
Stalin dead, those who were the vassals of 
his strategy still don't want to see the role 
of the Comtern in China, in Spain, and else- 
where brought to light. It is necessary, in 
order to perpetuate their careers, to continue 
as long as possible the Holy Allianceof the 
Popular Front and the post-war period, when 
the enthusiasts and the critics of the USSR 
agreed to recognize its status as a "socialist 
state", being very pleased to see, in short, 
that a proletarian revolution was nothing more 
than that. 


Isaac's book ought to shake-up all the 
readers of Man's Fate, plus a number of others. 
In fact, from chapter four to chapter seven- 
teen, Isaacs recounts what Malraux saw through 
the wrong end of the binoculars. The source 
of all values, real history, is also the source 
of all truth; and the books of Malraux, as he 
willingly admits in his epilogue to the 1949 
edition, are related "only superficially to 
history", If the author swam and the book 
floated on the surface, it's because he had 
hastily digested certain values indirectly 
tied to the Europe of that time (and that of 
man's fate) by Imagining itself to be something 
superior to the consciousness that the Chinese 
proletariat had of its own practice. The 
"praxis" of Malraux against real praxis. But 
to spead of the shortcomings of a storyteller 
is only a detail when we draw up the list of 
liars and lies. In this respect, the reader 
will appreciate Harold Isaacs! work of clar- 
ification., |f.thestranslator must write a 
prefacey"Under the circumstances he must devote 
torte rectifying the image which has been 
created of the book In Francesa en before _ 
his translation, x i = 


* a 


The Tragedy of the Chinese Revolution is 
_ Fsaacs 
S , he did 
not go so far as to conclude his research into 
a more illuminating radicalism, nor to dis- 
cover in the bolshevik revolution here in 
China the battlelines of the antagonism bet- 
ween the bureaucracy which wanted to guide the 
revolution and the revolutionary masses them- 
selves. The documents which Harold Isaacs 
collected himself are almost sufficeint, 
he failed to consider this question and 
several others and for this reason his book 

is slightly out of date for the informed 
reader. For the others, no. Scarcely polished 
in the edition that the author determined to 
see translated, The Tragedy of the Chinese 
Revolution is a histor Бо comparable to 

he Civil War in France. Certainly, it Îs a 
book marked by a quarrel and the epoch of this 
quarrel-- the Stalin-Trotsky confrontation-- 
the vestiges of bolshevik power against its 
bureaucratic off-spring. But the Chinese Rev- 
olution found its necessary mise en scene 
precisely in this confrontation. Тї was 
objectively a confrontation of the same type 

in China itself, but with a ridiculous dis- 
crepancy in the entrée en scene of the 
necessary actors. 


But 


Stalin only existed in Russia through the 
victory of Lenin and Trotsky; and the untimely 
directives of Stalin pushed back by more than 
twenty years the reign of a Chinese Stalin. 
Whoever would want to write the history of 
China in the twenties could not dissociate the 
Chinese workers! movement from the role of the 
Comintern in China. One can't imagine a Stali- 
nist (that is to say a culprit) writing a work 
of even the slightest historical worth. Who 
would believe a Stalinist? Such complacency 
"will astonish cold posterity". It is at least 
one of the evident facts of the history of mod- 
ern class struggles that only the side of truth 
can write history. This is why Marx could write, 
during the very days when the Commune was col- 
lapsing, a book which university research has 
not questioned, and to which it has added noth- 
tng. Isaacs's book will cease to be classified 
as Trotskyist the moment that the Stalinist 
falsification of contemporary history becomes 
obvious to everyone. 


All the serious works published since 


have recognized their debt to Isaacs. If this 
is not the case in France it is because not a 
single serious work on the Chinese Revolution 
has been published. The slumber of dialectical 
reason conjures up monsters, and it is France-- 
where people persist cold-bloodedly to take 
Marxism for an ideology and China for communism 
in action--which is the most backward in its 
knowledge of these problems. It has taken 
thirty years to find a publisher, but already in 
China the particular bureaucratic power, which 
crystalized between 1925 and 1949, is falling 
apart. Specialists are confounded by it. They 
have none of the necessary bases for under- 
standing contemporary China. They know nothing 
about Marxism, and they do not hesitate to be- 
lieve that Maoism is an asiatic truth, For 
this to be the case, one must not only be una- 
ware that there have been Marxists in China, but 
in addition one must never have read Marx. 

Often they haven't read Isaacs either (not any 
other Americans who have studied the question 
with a minimum of rigor) and don't know, among 
other things, that Chou En-Lai was involved in 
all the mistakes of all the successive dictator- 
‘Ships of the Chinese Communist Party. Or that 
Mao Tse-Tung had the questionable merit of domi- 
nating the hierarchy of a "workers! party" 

sunk to the bureaucratic-military conduct of 
peasant revolts, where he was able to put into 
operation an apparatus which, between 1945-49-~ 
by recovering here the Li Jishens, there the 
Tang Sheng-his, the most sinister butchers of 
Chinese workers and peasants--picked up а pow- 
er which the nationalists were literally drop- 
ping. On the heritage of this defeat rests a 
China which can be communist, or socialist, or 
popular, only for those whose livelihood is the 
nuanced but religious study of an imposture. To 
these sensationalist writers the fallacy of 
"socialist power" Is dear, because it is their 
only recognized specialty, their only social 
function in the West, the qualification of their 
industrious activity, 


Pungo JET 
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The most ridiculous accounts of this Chi- 


nese dictatorship have been heard. It was glad- 
ly believed that the regime was non-violent, 
contrary to Stalinist Russia, But the same 
loyal people had denied the existence of concen- 
tration camps in Russia. All this, up until the 
"Cultural Revolution’ The latter will at 

least have the advantage of showing those who 
are unaware of the significance of bureaucratic 
"monol ithism' that, if bureaucratic forces* 
present themselves as Independent, detached from 
the individuals who compose them like a sep- 
arate world, the reason is that the bureau- 
crats, whose form they are, are opposed to one 
another; whereas their form is only real in the 
relationships and connections of these bureau- 
crats. Thus is autonomized this totality of 
bureaucratic forces, which have, so to speak, 
an objective form and are no longer the forces 
of the bureaucrats but of the bureaucratic mach- 
inery. 


In no previous period have the bureau- 
cratic forces taken a form so indifferent to 
the bureaucrats as such.. In the present crisis 
where the’split in the ruling class is com- 
bined with the apotheosis of the ideology of 
absolute identity (the governing with the 
governed), the abstract delirium of the system 
has caused it to come close to its own self- 
destruction by threatening all the bureau- 
crats without whom it would have no existence. 
Something rotting inside doesn't smell any 
better outside. The moment China denounces 
"the пем Tsars of Moscow" while Russia recog- 
nizes "the continuation of the Manchu dynasty" 
at Peking, the moment when in China itself, 
amidst a general collapse of the economy and 
of the State machine, Mao ends up proving Mao 
wrong, it is clear that the tragedy of bureau- 
cratic power has begun it last farcical 
exhibition, 


, 
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The adventures of the dialectic never 
come to an end, 


*Understand by this, the bureaucratic power 
over productive forces; and certainly, the 
productive forces as the social power over 
nature.@ 


Rene Vienet (February, 1967) 
translated by Sally Schuman 


THE CONTENT OF FREEDOM 


A Review of Sophia Nachalo's and Yarostan 


Vochek's Letters of Insurgents ($4.50 plus 35¢ 
postage from Black & Red, Р.0. Вох 9546, 
Detroit М! 48202) s 


This book is an attempt at communication, 
initially between the two revolutionaries who 
wrote these letters to each other, but primari- 
ly to all of us who've struggled for a life 
without bosses, 


To some extent, these letters are fictión- 
al. From the overall context, one gathers that 
Sophia Nachalo came to the United States from 
Czechoslovakia in the late 1940's while Yarostan 
Vochek remained in Czechoslovakia. Their let- 
ters are written to each other at the time of 
the Czechoslovakian "Spring" (1968) which also 
corresponds to the rise of the student movement 
in the U.S, For reasons that are not clear to 
me, however, Nachalo inserts an account of 
events that could only have reasonably taken 
place in Paris--that is, the occupation of the 
universities by students and the occupation of 
factories by workers. Nothing like this hap- 


3-3 h о r 


lives. 

Nachalo and Vochek are trying to communi- 
cate on two levels: an exchange of emotion or, 

better, passion and an exchange of ideas on how 


to fight for freedom and what we really want 
when we use words like freedom, 


This makes a critical view of these let- 
ters difficult, because you will Identify with 
the emotions expressed, . It is one of the most 
passionate and moving works I've ever read, and 
їп that sense one of the most revolutionary. 
And yet... 


And yet 1 just can't let bullshit go by 
unchallenged, no matter how much | like the 
people who offer it up as something "really 
revolutionary". It starts coming down in Vo- 
chek's fifth letter (pp. 283-330). Vochek con- 
dems newspapers, books, leaflets, and the elec- 
tronic media as barriers to real communication 
The only way you really communicate is face-t 
face. Anyone who attempts to communicate their 
ideas to a large audience is usurping the 
right of the audience to define their own reali- 
ty. (1) Vochek goes оп to say that industriali- 
zation is the oppression of humanity by things. 
The only way we can become human is to stop con- 
cerning ourselves with the welfare of things. 


Then he returns to newspapers, saying that 
“instruments of dominatton and destruction can't 
be used for anything else," He adds, "а newš- 
paper destroys communication as certainly as а 
bomb destroys life..." He disposes of Sophia's 
attempt at radical Journalism in the U.S, by 
pointing out that her newspaper was suppressed 
by the authorities because it stopped carrying 
out the real function of newspapers. And he 
concludes by saying that one who depends on 
newspapers for information depends on them also 
for "guidance, motion and life." 


By this time, you can see we're up 
against an unusuaily sophisticated form of the- 
ology here. If you make up a kind of abstract 
modei of an individual human being and elevate 
it to an object of worship, then it follows that 
plunging that idol into a sociat and economic 
context is an act of defiling that which is oth- 
erwise pure. It also follows that concerning 
oneself with things (industrialization) is the 
blackest form of heresy. And finally it follows 


that it is not other human beings that oppress 
and exploit us (for how could that be?) -- it is 
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instruments that opress and exploit из. This 
view is almost a kind of ultimate alienation-- 
we are not responsible for our actions because 
whatever we build has an autonomy of its own. 
Or, as Vochek puts it, "If people freely de- 
velop their potentialities, there's no steel; 
if there's steel, then there are no potentiali- 
ties--and па people," 


From here on out, Vochek preaches this 
gospel to Sophia with mixed results. During 
the events Sophia describes groups (which seem 


to me to be placed in Paris rather than Detroit), 


groups of people spontaneously occupy an elabo- 
rate research institute and begin at once to de- 
sign far more elaborate and complicated 

"things" that would be useful to people, that 
would widen thelr access to the world and to the 
storehouse of hunan knowledge. 


Vochek is dismayed. In his eighth letter 
he asks: “if I'm not able to communicate with 
the people who presently surround me, people 
whose language and experiences I share, why 
would I want to fly to every corner of the 
globe at lightning speed?" The idea that human 
beings might want to communicate with ever- 
widening groups of other human beings is simply 
unimaginable to him. 


Vochek goes on to point out that we do 

not make a revolution to have more things but 
in order to realize our human potentialities. 
He dismisses as an illusion the idea that ind- 
ustrialization would create an environment 
hospitable to human life, to the realization 

of human desires, to the development of human 
capacities. That is, he dismisses the real 
world in favor of a primitive, pre-mechanical 
utopia. Never mind what life was really like 

in pre-capitalist societies. Never mind the 
people who were lucky to reach 30. Never mind 
the plagues. Never mind the famines. Never 
mind the short brutalized lives ending in sud- 
“den violence.  Industrialization brought new 
horrors into the world, but no sizable group of 
human beings has ever, to my көпе; returned 
to pre-mechanical civilization. To look at it 
as a matter of "more things" is silly. A device 
that would perform all of the common household 
tasks automatically would liberate women from 
an age-old slavery--is wanting such a device а 
simple desire for "more things"? WIT 


line workers weep after we've taught the mach- 
ines how to work by themselves? 


Vochek succeeds in getting Sophia to go 
along with him verbally (as will be seen), but 
-he has better luck with Sophia's friend Sabina 
(also an exile from post-war Czechoslovakia). 
She was one of the people who occupied the re- 
search institute but now she becomes Vochek's 
advocate. Speaking of one of their other com- 
rades, she say: һе told me that as a boy 
he had lived among streams, forests, and fields 
and had loved to explore their secrets; ever 
since he'd become a worker he'd been reduced to 
an appendage of a machine. He told me if revo- 
lution and freedom meant anything, they certa- 
inly couldn't mean a struggle for the freedom 
to stand at the very same machine every living 
day." 


Further on, this comrade says: “All life 
should consist of moments of love-making, int- 
errupted only by periods of rest." 


The contradiction is pretty obvious: doing 
the same thing every living day is drudgery no 
matter what it is--and if you can change part- 
ners, why not machines? 


This doesn't stop Sabina. She says: "Үаго- 
stan is right! We should have wrecked every- 
thing in that research center instead of just 
damaging a couple of instruments." (The instru- 
ments, in fact were not damaged by Sabina or the 
other insurgents, but by some "revolutionary" 
cops--the Leninists.) 


This exposes the authoritarian content of 
Vochek's ideasbetter than anything he says him- 
self. It is not only a matter of my own dis- 
interest in science and technology and prefe- 
rence for love-making, I shall stop anyone who 
tries to learn more about the universe. I will 
wreck their instruments and, if they persist in 
their error, I will kill them! 


As a rule and with few historical excep- 
tions, human beings do not willingly retreat to 
previous stages of development. You have to 
force them. Often you have to kill them. This 
was true of Vochek and his comrades when the 
Russian tanks rolled into Czechoslovakia. Will 
it not be true for those who occupy the factor- 
jes and research institutes tomorrow? 


assembly- 


In the end Vochek decides that the return 
of the tanks means the end of any hope for his 
primitive utopia and goes out to launch a suici- 
dal attack on the occupation forces. 


But I like Sophia's response better. When 
her Paris-style insurrection collapses, she's 
left with a new comrade...and a printing press. 
A machine which, when properly operated, will 
produce crap or truth. She loves her comrade... 
she uses the machine. @ 

Ed Clark 


(Wooden Shoe continued) 


store" is going to come up against certain hard 
realities. Some people steal stuff. Most people 
think of stuff sitting in stores as commodities 
and attempts to circulate books other than by 
fixed prices is difficult. The state thinks 


you're a business and wants taxes and forms filled 


out. We have attempted to rotate jobs and 
skills but were unable to do this effectively for 
some time because any diminution of efficiency 
threatened our existence. Job rotation now takes 
place but it takes its toll in mistakes. 
find it hard to deal with something that has no 
boss (or a dozen bosses). A store run by all 
volunte (not controlled by "democratic cen- 
tralism") is subject to oversights: letters 
don't get written, bills may even be paid 
twice. Our solution has heen to choose a 
coordinator at each meeting. S/he tries to 
keep track of all decisions, pending jobs and 
unspecified responsibilities. These are 
followed up on and if not completed, passed on 
to the next coordinator. This technique seems 
to have promise but is too new to be evaluated. 


Where do we stand after two years? Our 
dream of self-perpetuation by attracting 
volunteers and being able to pay subsistence 
wages so ti we can go on to other activities 
has not materialized. The store is still an 
enormous drain on our time, energy, and tem- 
pers. We get discouraged by the amount of work 
necessary to keep the store poing by selling 
records and a lot of eclectically-chosen 


thousand in ft 
mount of debts. 


Yet this seems to be compensated by the many 
friends and contacts that we have made. Our 
contacts with other groups like the Movement 
for a New Society, Delaware Valley Federation 
for Economic Democracy and others, as well as 
what we hear from unaffiliated individuals, 
indicates that our contribution seems to be 
appreciated and our ideas more widely known. 
The distribution of our literature is certainly 
far vaster than before establishing the store 
(on the other hand, we have been unable to 
publish anything of our own beyond leaflets 
and newsletters). 


The store is too cramped to be an effective 
meeting-place with the one comfortable chair 
usually occupied by stuff. Our plans to move 
to larger quarters have come up against our 
pocketbook limitations. Yet we have been 
fairly successful in holding meetings. А 
monthly discussion group continued for a year. 
Our film-lecture series was a financial failure 
but attracted better audiences than we were 
able to do in pre-bookstore days. There is no 
danger of our being spoiled by success but iH 
looks like we're here to stay for awhile.@ 
FG & PP 


Outsiders 


У 


(Castoriadis interview continued) 

In its evolution, that movement relapses, 
recurrently drifts avay,from its objectives. 
It becomes bureaucratized and adopts capitalist 
modes of organization, and the corresponding 


meanings. Its encounter with Marxism- which, 

in many countries, becomes its confiscation + 
by Marxism- is a crucial moment in its evolution, 
At the deepest level, Marxism becomes in fact 

the means for the transmission of capitalistic 
models and meanings in the worker's movement: Е 
rationalism,hierarchy,proiuctivism, the 

primacy of the pseudo-theory, ete. 

But the movement has continued агі continues. 
The fundamental form of daily resistance of 
workers to the exploitation and alienation that 
they are subjected to by the system always 
exists. And it appears in outstanding days, 


о! мет in 

Spain in 1936-39, Hungary in 1956... And, 
the same time, it is taken up again by other 
movements that share the same objectives: the 
youth movement-Nay '68 in France-, the women's 
movement, the ecology movement, etc. 


Q. An objective for the future. 


A. The objective can be formulated in а 
single word: autonomy...that implies the 
supression of dominant groups and the institu- 
tions that embody and instrument that domination 
(in the first place, the State), and the true 
self-government of the collectives, the self- 
organization of society. We want equality, 
liberty, justice, and that is neither "ration- 
al" nor "irrational", 1% is beyond that. To 
think that the laws of history guarantee the 
arrival of a just society, or of a society in 
which the problem of injustice can be eliminat- 
ed, is absurd. To think that that you can 
define once and for all that which in a just 
society is more "rational" than in an unjust 
society, is nonsense (in the best of cases, 
such reasoning would be circular). And to 
think that such a “demonstration” would ай- 
vance things one single millimeter is child- 
ish, Опе doesn't discuss Auschwitz or the Gulag; 
one fights them. 

If everything we have said here has a 
political significance, it can be summarized 


simply. It is a question of reminding the 
nasses of that elemental truth, well known but 
табын arly forgotten when it is a question of 


blic matters: neither the е: ion of 


capitalist econ nor overnment, nor the 
laws of his: nor parties, work, or will 
work for them, Our destiny will be that which 


ме wish and are able to make. @ 


translation- Kim Gerould 


==== == 
hehe FOR A FEW WORDS FROM THE EDITOR: THIS COMIC BEGAN AS A WHIMSICAL IDEA 


LAST САЅР/Р.0. Вох 212/Вегк- 
eley, СА 94705 has recently 

Published Anarchy Comics #1, 
edited by Jay Kinney, Avai- 
lable from Phila. Solidarity 
or Last Gasp for $1.00 plus 

postage. 


POPULAR MIscoNCEDTION 
OF AR RUS OU EP 


АӨО BUT AS THE IDEA CAUGHT FIRE IT HAS COME TOGETHER AMAZINGLY FAST. ALL 


OF THE IN THIS ISSUE 
HAS BEEN INSPIRED BY-OR 
à BASED ON-ANARCHIST IDEAS 


A FEW ISOLATED LEFTISTS 
BUT ARE THE GOVERNMENTS 
| | AND CORPORATIONS OF THIS 
WORLD WHO HOLD US HOSTAGE 
WITH THEIR ARMAMENTS, 
MILITARIES & INTELLIGENCE 
ACTIVITIES, ANARCHISM BE- 
COMES MORE MORE RELEVANT! 


Also of interest to the revolutionary semi- 

‚ literate is news from Denis Kitchen of Krupp 
Comics.. They are reprinting Cliff Harper's 
beautiful Class War Comics. We haven't seen 
it yet but presumably they intend to follow 
with the other five unpublished volumes. Phila. 
Solidarity will be carrying this too. The 
price is unknown. 


LIBERTARIAN SOCIALIST ORGANISATION is 
а neat Australian group recently 
formed from a split in the Self-Menage- 
ment Group who, if memory serves, were 
formerly the Revolutionary Socialist 
Party. They are particularly active 
in the anti-nuke field and it is suggest- 
ed that interested persons send them 

a few bucks and ask for some of their 
posters and leaflets. As this is 
being written, radiation is still 
leaking from the nuclear accident in 
Middletown, Pa. not far from here and 
1% 1з clear that groups around the 
world should share their ideas and ex- 
регіепоез on confrontation tactics, 
Unlike most anti-nuke groups, their 
literature reflects mors than just 
preoccupation with single issues, 


Their ideas parallel ours in many 
respects, Since the question of na- 
tional libertarian organization is an 
onzoing matter here, we reprint an өх- 
cerpt frometheir circular-written last 
August: E 


on another attempt 
fonal 14 о- 


Nee МА, 


сташ ар i 
to existing groups the following se- 
quential cazpeicn. 

>”! жй жє Pa 

. That we attempt to organize lib- 

ertarian.socialist groups around a 
united campaign оп the.anti-urantum 
isgue. This has been achieved. 
2. That all groups draft and discuss 
`> statements on social theory, politi- 
cal vrogremme, strategy and tactics, 
organisation and defence of libertar- 
ian activity. When this has been ex- 
plored on a regional and inter-regi- 
onal basis that we attempt to call a 
national conference of libertarian 
Socialists where these five areas 
will be the agenda of the conference. 
If agreement can be reached on these 
areas we will have the basis for a 
national libertarian movement, 
3. Another conference should be 
planned where the agenda will be lib- 
ertarian socialist policies in re- 
lation to issues (sexism, racism, 
nationalism, ecology, etc.), indus- 
tries (education, health, metal, 
etc.) and community (city and town 
plenning/alternative technology). 

+ When this preliminary work has 
been done we suggest that a further 
conference be called to investigate 
the structure of Australian indus- 
triel cities во that a strategy can 
be devised by libertarians to con- 
centrate their energies in building 
an institutional and community base. 
5. Finally if most of the previous 
tasks are achieved we might begin to 
consider the establishment of nation- 
al instruments for the expression 
of our ideas, e.g. newspapers, jour- 
nals, etc. One possibility is the 
establishment of a unit which takes 
our point of view to all towns and 
cities. 


Our attitude to national organisa- 
tion remains as skeptical as it was 
-when we produced our last statement 
on the matter. It remains our opin- 
ion that until cohesive regional 
groups are built the calling of a 
“national conference would not be 
useful, 


Their address is L.S.0./P.0. Вох 223/ 
Broadway. Queensland 4000/Australia. 


TRE CIENFUEGOS PRESS ANARCHIST REVIEW #4 

met with a disaster en route to delivery in 
Scotland when the truck it was in caught fire 
and all the copies were either destroyed or 
damaged. Fopefully they will collect insur- 
ance quickly enough to pay for the reprinting. 
A tutter- or detergent-stained copy reached 
us and the new issue is about the size of a 
small Sears catalog = loaded with articles 
and reviews. Some examples: Camillo Perneri's 
Class Маг іп Spain, anarchism in China, 
Argentina and Mexico, Michael Moorcock on 
anti-authoritarian science-fiction, Peppy 
Когперрег!в Тм: the Spirituality Pipoff, a 
detailed critique of the head of the Spanish 
C.P., Santiapo Carillo, and about 50 papes 

of book and pamphlet reviews. In addition, 
they have a large number of titles ready to 
ро to press, but they lack the necessary funds 
to pay for the printings. They would like to 
hear from people who are able to loan them 
money, and they also offer subscriptions at 
$24.00 which includes their bi-monthly Mack 
Flag and all books and parphlets published 
during the coming year. Thefr address is 
Cienfuepos Press/Over the Water/Sanday, 
Orkney/EW17 2PL/Scotland. 


SELF-MANAGEMENT NEWSLETTER “was created to pro- 
mote and ongoing discussion amongst North Amer- 


ican anarchist-syndicalists, anarchist-communists, 


wobblies and libertarian labor radicals about 
building a libertarian labor movement." Arti- 
cles in two recent issues focus on the implica- 
tions of recent labor struggles and the rela- 
tionships of libertarians to those struggles. 
The latest issue is available for 50¢ from 
Везигрепсе/Вох 801/Evanston, IL 60204. 


a on € Yevie.c trom 

British Anarchist CommunigtAssociation, We 
received what seers to be the third issue, with 
articles on а personal experience in а motor- 
cycle dispatch co-op, multinationals, the Lon- 
don Homeworking Campaign, and various other sub= 
jects. It is written in a more informal style 
than many papers and may consequently have bet- 
ter luck breaking out of the circle of the al- 
ready convinced. А sub is available for 2.50 
for 12 issues (about $5) from the A.C.A./Box 2/ 
136 Kingsland Wigh Street/London Е.2/Епр1апа. 


е 


BAYOU LA ROSF has come out with a third issue 
(and a fourth address) about 50 pages lonp with 
a variety of subjects: nuclear power, the ТЫУ, 
an anarcha-feminist reprint from Zero, some 
short theoretical pieces and more. They will 
send it to anyone who writes in and would app- 
reciate donations to help ther’ meet their pro- 
duction costs. Their new address is 2115 Fsp- 


lanade Ave./New Orleans, LA 70119. 


TIDBITS is a publication of the National Ass'n 
for the Legal Support 
Р. 0. Box 2823/ Santa 


NOTICES 


A-REVISTA ANARCHICA is an attractively produced 
Italian-language magazine recently sent to us 
and other groups listed in Open Road's "little 
black book" directory a few issues back. The 
November-December issues we received focused 
on health workers and libertarian education. 
Subscriptions for individuals are 6000 lire, 
and they are interested in exchanging publi- 
cations with foreign groups. Their address is: 
Editrice A/Cas. Post. 3240/20100 Milano/Ttaly. 


OCTOPUS ROOKS/2250 W. 4th Ave./Vancouver,P.C. 
is"a small proup of people running a small 
community used and new book store with a 
growing selection of mapazines, journals, 
papers, particularly stressing news, history, 
socio-economic-culture, music, art and poli- 
ticks." They are interested in handling liber- 
tarian literature. 


THE BLACK BEAR ANARCHA-FEMINIST PAMPPLFT SERTES 
is now being distributed in North America by 
Philadelphia Solidarity. There are four pamph- 
lets in the series so far, with more planned. 
These are: 
1-Anarcha-Feminism: Two Statements 
2-Lynne Farrow/Feminisr as An rchism 
3-Рерру Когперрег /Апагсћівт: the Feminist 
Connection 
4-Marian Leighton Noltairine de Cleyre .55 
We can pive a bulk discount of 1/3 for orders 
of 10 of a title. Please include enough money 
to cover postage when ordering 


$.25 


NEW ENGLAND FREF PRESS is still publishing, а 
veritable left institution, and they recently 
reprinted Jim O'Brien's critical overview of 
American Тепіпівт in the 1970s ($1.00) from 
Radical America. Also recommended is a new 
piece by Russell Jacoby, Stalin, Marxism-len- 
inism and the Left (75¢). А free catalop is 
available from 60 Union Sauare/Sorerville, MA 
02143. 


CLASS WAR COMIX is again available at long last. 
PS helped distribute this 


tion sold out hut did not provide the money to 
finance the printing of the other five in the 
series. Now Kitchen Sink, a division of Frupp 
Comic Works/POR 7/Princeton, WI 54968 has re- 
printed it with a new forward by Jay Kinney 

and an afterword by Cliff. The story concerns 
the continuing struggles in a future, post- 
revolutionary England, expressed through Cliff's 
fine praphic style. (Whether all 6 appear de- 
pends on how well the first one sells, appar- 
ently). Single copies are available from PS 
for $1.00 plus postage or in bulk from Krupp. 


NEWS FROM LIRFPTARIAN ЅРАТМ/Вох 733, Cooper 
Station/New York, NY 10003 continues to pro- 
vide information about the ргоміпр anarchist 
movement in Spain. They are now askinp for 
contributions or subscriptions, $5/year. 


TRE ALLIANCE FOR ТРЕ LIBERATION OF MFNTAL 
PATIENTS/112 S. 16th St., Suite 1305/ 
Philadelphia, PA 19102 has a quarterly news- 
letter containing notes, articles on pro- 
jects and activities of the organization, 
and other items of interest to former and 
current mental patients and their supporters. 
They also have an impressive list of publi- 
cations (available at 1/2 price to poverty- 
stricken fórmer mental patients or current 
mental patients). 


LEFT FACE/ c/o Smyrna Ргевв/Рох 841, 
Stuyvesant Station/New York, NY 10009 is a 
source book of radical magazines, presses, 
and collectives actively involved in the arts. 
It describes the editorial policies and 
formats for forty American and Canadian 
cultural publications. $1.50 to Smyrna Press. 


PUBLIC EYE is a publication of the Pepression 
Information Project/P.0, Вох 3278/Washinpton, 
D.C, 20010 devoted to defininp, analyzinp and 
exposing the repressive tendencies, tactics, 
and apparatuses in the U.S, society today. 
Subscriptions $8/уеаг. 


FLASHPOINT/Box 3658/Repina, Saskatchewan/ 
Canada is a bi-weekly newsbulletin written 
from a libertarian socialist perspective. 
They are seeking subscriptions and donations 
to expand their coverage to tabloid size. 
Subscriptions $4/6 months. 
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NOTICES. 


SELF-RELIANCE is a bi-monthly publication of 

the Institute for Local Self-Reliance/ 1717 

N,W./Washington, D.C. 20009. Subs 
for six issues. 


18th St. 
$8/year 


PEOPLE AND ENERGY magazine is a project of 
the Institute for Ecological Policies, à 
small non-profit research organization. 

“We believe that the nation’s energy can be 
generated in ways which аге environmentally 
benign, and on a scale that will benefit 

people, communities, and small businesses 

rather than large corporations. From our 
perspective, the most significant develop- 
ments in the energy field are coming from 
local communities and imaginative inventors, 
rather than business and the federal 


government.” 
ENERGY/1413 K Ste, NeW., 8th floor; 
inton, DC 20005. 


ECHANGES is a bulletin exchanging news, 
discussion, and criticism of the New Move- 
ment. 0. subscriptions to Н, Simon, 
129 Troutbeck, Albany St./London Wl, 
Specify English or French edition, Sub- 
scription is the equivalent of 10 FF. 


. WHAT'S LEPT?/3109 Telegraph Ave.,/Berkeley, 
CA 94705, The first issue includes 
"Berkeley, the Impossible, the Impeccable,” 

"Terrorism-~the Politics of Despair,” and 
"Degeneration of the Political Left.” $l 
for first issue. They would like readership 
response in critical/theoretical as well as 
monetary form. 


on er eR 


The SOCIALIST LABOR PARTY has recently 
emerged to publish some pamphlets on 
relevent topics. One is “After the 
Revolution: Who Rules?" (75¢/NY Labor 
News/914 Industrial Ave./Palo Alto, СА 
94303), essentially an orthodox Marxist 
critique of "Marxism-Leninism", speci- 
fically Маоївш. The M-L concepts of 
proletarian dictetorship and vanguard- 
ism are competently criticized. The 
SLP concept of the essential revolu- 
tionery party democraticelly run by а 
rank and file is less convincing. 


The NEW UNIONISTS is а small DeLeonist 
group in the Minneapolis sree thet broke 
away from the SLP around 1970 (later 
briefly re-entering and leeving again). 
Unlike the other splinters (like our- 
selves, originally) they are basically 
satisfied with the old socialist in- 
dustrial union program. Their publi- 
cation, New Unionist, is less theo- 
reticel and more involved with trade 
union issues. Write to them at 621 

W. Теке St., Ru. 301/Minn., MN 55408. 


COVERT ACTION INFORMATION BULLETIN/ 
Covert Action Publicetion, Inc./ Р. О. 
Box 50272/ F Street Station/ Washington, 
D.C. 20004 is a new bi-monthly magazine 
published by part of the old COUNTERSPY 
MAGAZINE group. They want the publice- 
tion to be e 
the CIA, the FBI, military intelligence, 
and all of the other instruments of U.S, 
imperialist- oppression throughout the 
world." Subsoriptions $10/6 issues . 
They also offer Philip 4gee's, 


Dirt. 
Work: the CIA in Western Europe at a 
reduced price. 


NEWS & LETTERS ("Marxist-Humanist") 
has a new address: 2832 East Grand 
Blvd/ Detroit, MI 48211. 


weapon in the fight. against 


WORKERS' DEFENSE NEWSLETTER, the official 
publication of the WORKERS' DEFENSE, 18 
a well produced (2 color) 8 page peper. 
It hes a very heavy emphesis on "Smash 
the Nazis" stuff and labor solidarity. 
There sre also е lot of short notes and 
reviews which ere pretty non-sectarian, 
and a leevening of surrealist graphics 


fj and quotes from T-Bone Slim, the Wobbly 


poet. Р. О. Box 175/ Evanston, IL 60204. 


IMPULSE is published by the Syndicalist 
Alliance/ PO Box 92246/ Milwaukee, WI 
53202. Free. Tabloid with articles on 
workplace democracy and material of 
general interest, especially for those 
in Milwaukee area. Nottheoretical 
position given. 


LE LIBERTAIRE JAPONAIS is а monthly anarch- 
ist journalpublished in Japan, The latest 
issue we have is vol. 9 по, 11. It has а 
contents page in English and a poem by 
Denjiro Kotoku, a Japanese anarchist martyr, 
but the rest is-in Japanese, This issue is 


abolition theory and activity. 
le Libertaire c/o Augustin 5. Miura/7-4-60 
Yachiyodai-Kita /Yachio-Shi Chiba, 276/ 
Japan. 


From Japan, we have also received issue по, 
5 of Libero International, the first in two 
years, but now ‘be а quarterly. This 
magazine is all in English and contains ma- 
terial on Bakunin and on Osugi Sakae, a 

Jay е anarchist, Libero Interna: 

с/о Cira-Nippon SIC/G.P.0. Box 1065/Kobe, 
Japan 650-91, Another English language 
publication from Japan is Namazu published 
by Namazu Collective/2-12-2 Asahimachi, 
Abeno/Osaka, Japan. 


ROOT AND BRANCH: A libertarian marxist 
journal, issue #7: "Оп the Class Situa- 
tion in Spain"; “Are We Headed for 
Another Depression ?"; “Authority and 
Democracy in the U.S. Also. polemics 
on marxism and anarchism, reviews, 
چن‎ Highly recommended. Sub- 
scr: 


NOW AND AFTER is 
A World to Win/ P. 0. Box 1587/ San Fran- 
cisco, CA 94101. Subscriptions are 

$4/ 4 issues. Issue #3 includes articles 
on coal miners militency, unemployment, 
the class struggle in Argentina, reviews 
and correspondence. They are planning 

а discussion of the present-day rele- 
vence of anarcho-syndicalism for the 

U.S. and elsewhere, and welcome comments 
and criticism on this subject for the 
next issue. 


publication of 
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He: “рр YOU KNOW THAT I AM AN ANARCHIST AND A FREE-LOvER?” 


Sue: “он, INDEED!—I THOUGHT YOU WERE A BOY SCOUT.” 
DRAWN BY H. J. GLINTENKAMP 
From the Masses, December, 1915 
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Murray Bookchin is planning an essay-type 
newsletter called COMMENT that will try 
to assess many key problems of our time 
from a radical libertarian perspective. 
COMMENT will be concerned with the 
development of a critical and coherent 
consciousness that is so essential for 
the creation of e meaningful radical 
practice. COMMENT/P. О. Box 371/ = 
Hoboken, NJ 07030. The first three issues 
will be sent free of charge to potential 
subscribers. SASE appreciated. 


A FORUM FOR CHANGING MEN is published 
monthly to keep its subscribers aware of 
the activities of the Men's Resource 
Center and to serve as a forum of opinion 
about sexism and the ways to combat it. 
Subscriptions $5/year to Men's Resource 
E 3534 5.E. Main St./ Portland, OR 


» Warsaw 
*Moscw 


Rio de Janeiro» 
*New York 
* Mexico City 


= Jerusalem 


Algiers y San Francisco Londone 


Bagdad e * Hong Kong 


From BUREAU ОР PUBLIC SECRETS /Р. О. 

Box 1044/Berkeley, CA 94701, в wall 
poster, "The Opening in Iran". Write 

for catelog. ы 


ВЕЗЕ*ЛОН GROUP ONE produces а weekly 
e Great Atlantic Redio a 


jotate 
talog of over 120 tapes 1s aveilable. 
Address * 2743 Pervert Ave.{ Baltimore, 
MD 21218/ (301) 243-6987. Also from 
RGI: "Апагсһізш and Formal Organiza- 
tions- notes on the sociological study 
of organizations from an anerchist рег- _ 
spective." A complete catalog із avail- 
able from VACANT LOTS PRESS/ 2743 Магу- 
land Ave./ Baltimore, MD 21218. 


META: A Left Wing Discussion Journal is а forum 
for radical analysis and discussion of the 
Ukranian question, Eastern Europe and related 
dnternational issues. Subscriptions $4/year 
to META/ Pe 0. Box 324, Station P/ Toronto, 
Ontario, Canada M5S 258. They also run a 

book service. 


RED MENAGE/ Р. O. Box 171, Postal Station D/ 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada is a libertarian 
socialist newsletter published by the Libertarian 
Socialist Collective in Toronto and Hamilton, 
Ontario. The current issue includes an exten- 
sive statement of their politics which will 
interest many libertarians, marxist and anarchist. 
Subscriptions $3/ 4 issues, but more if you 

can afford it. 


NO LIMITS is a libertarian paper from Madison, 
Wisconsin, We have seen a number of issues 

now and have been well impressed. The parts 

I have most enjoyed reading are the letters 
page and а section of short items about bizarre 
or amusing events culled from the newspapers. 
NO LIMITS has kept up a very high standard of 
production in a tabloid format, and a high 
circulation in Madison, partly thanks to their 
willingness to accept paid advertising, some- 
thing that would be regarded as a real heresy 
by many libertarians, However, the ads all 
seen to be pretty inoffensive, and I for one 
would rather see a 16 page offset paper with 
а few commercial ads than two or three pages 
of pure and unsullied mimeographing. Two 
comrades from NO LIMITS visited us recently 

= and we enjoyed talking with them; unfortunately, 
visit was too short. We are always pleased 


53701. 
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Those who remember the IWW journal 
Workers! Opposition (we helped distribute 
the first issue published in Chicago about 
4-5 years ago) may not be aware that it 
crossed the ocean and is now being pub- 
lished as Тһе Industrial Unionist at P.O. 
Вох 48, Oldham OLT 200, England. The 
sixth issue in the new series continues 
their anarcho-syndicalist orientation 
with articles largely devoted to the in- 
dustrial scene in the U.K. A sub is $2. 


Bratach Dubh (83, Langside Terrace, 
Port Glasgow, Scotland) has recently pub- 
lished four pamphlets, Anarchism and the 
National Liberation Struggle, Critique of 
Эш с St Methods, RAD Autonomy, (all 
у Alfredo Bonanno, [О editor of a Sicilian 
Journal Anarchismo), and The Angry Brigade 
(a chronology of events), They are avail- 
able directly in bulk, or in the U.S. from 
Ammunition Books (4403 Second Av., Detroit, 
MI 48201, checks payable to Fifth Estate) 
can supply them at 50¢ for the first 
title, and about $1.00 each for the latter 
three, plus 30¢ postage. 


The comrades who publish Mutualist 
Books have opened a community bookstore 
called Great Clearing, at 144 Webster Ave, 
Rochester, N.Y. 14609. Its hours are cur- 
rently Tues & Sat 1-6, Wed & Thurs 4-10, 
if you're in their area, They opened in 
the Fall of 1977, and would appreciate 
hearing from sources and publishers who 
can supply them with literature, prefer- 
ably on consignment, 


Former Fugs-er Tull Kupferberg has 
recently published #2 of The Crazy Paper, 
acompendiumof useless and amusing te 
mation, pictures, old illustrations, and 
songs in the tradition of his classic of 
musical subversion Listen to the Mocking- 
bird. It is 25¢ (‘more or less") from 
T60 Sixth Ave., NYC IOS 


„аии 
The American Situationists 1972-77 by 
price. "This text will appear in а journal 


› edited by Isaac Cronin/ Вох 5336/ Berkeley, 


Anothel ric account of schism in 
ationist groupscule Wi in. ition: 
form. Not for beginners: "While Bloc! 
clearly attacks the results of the fetishization 
of Intellectual production, she accepts the sub- 
jectivist criterion of behindism..." 


situ- 
theses 


SOIL OF LIBERTY/PO Box 7056 Powderhorn 
| Stn/Minneapolis, MN 55407 is a magazine 
put out by the North Country Anarch- 
ists and anarcho-feminists., Their 
most recent issue includes a Sacco- 
Vanzetti memorial, “Towards a Free 
Peoples Society in Palestine", book 

l reviews and letters. Sar БУН dis- 
l tribute pamphlets and books, Subscrip- 
tions $3-4/yr. 


STRIKE (formerly Art Communication Edi- 

tion)/15 Duncan Street/Toronto, Canada 
l МОН 3H1 is a striking tabloid dealing 

with experimental arts (video, film, 

recording, writing, visual art) with 

а revolutionary stand. Its terrain 

is primarily Toronto and Canada but 

wider interests are covered also. 

Single copies ere 50g, yearly subs 

8 ЕЛҮЙ 


l LIBRAIRE ALTERNATIVE BOOKSHOP/2033 

l Boul. 8, Laurent/Montreal, Quebec / 

l Canada H2X2T3 is a libertarian book- 
store with an extensive mail order 
catalog in French end English. Indi- 
viduals receive a 10% discount. In- 
stitutions pay full price. Write them 

! for а catalog. 


We have received two new books from 
URIZEN BOOKS/66 West Broadway/NYC 10007 
of interest to liberterians: aS 
gacy by Dick Howard with chap- 
ters by Lefort and Castoriadis from 
| the-old Socialism ou Barbarie group, 
and Pa and 8 xism, 
five translations from the leading 
spokespeople for council communism. 
The Pannekoek/Gorter book is a Pluto 
Press title and may not be available 
for awhile in the US. If ell else 
fails, order from Wooden Shoe/112 5. 
20th/Phile., РА 19103. 


SOAPBOXER (formerly CANE SMOKE plus BLACK BUTTER- 
FLY pages), monthly IWW bulletin, $2 (cash only), 
PO Box 881, Waipahu, HI. 


NOTICES 


"T-Shirts with a portrait 


of Lenin on a soup can and the slogan '57 Varieties- DIRECT ACTION/ c/o Gary Jewell/ PO Box 285, Station 


All unfit for human consumption', are avail- 
able from the AURORA COLLECTIVE, Box 1163, Madi- 
son, МІ. Most sizes are available: $3,00, IW 
T-Shirts (black lettering on red shirts) are 
available from Allan Poobus, Box 149, McCleay, 
WA 98557 for $5.00. State size. 


INSTITUTE FOR THE STUDY OF HUMAN ISSUES/ PO Box 
2367/ Philadelphia, РА 19103 has recently pub- 
lished 


of Spanish Anarchism, 
37.35 paperback! Th: paperback! The history covers the years 


1911-1937 from a sympathetic but liberal perspec- 
tive. 
will find many "facts" disputable. 


Issues 6-7 of CULTURAL CORRESPONDENCE has been 
published jointly with Green Mountain Editions 
as an anthology "The Origins of Left Culture in 
the US: 1880-1940", At $2,50 it looks rather 
expensive, but with 116 pages, 8°1/2 by 11 of 
fastinating material, its cheap at the price. / 
The anthology contains a good variety of original 


А comrade who has read it reports anarchists Workers. 


Н/ Toronto, Ontario is а new IWW publication now 
in its second issue. Issue no 2 includes comix, 
polemics on councilism, and article on NLRB organ- 
izing, and an article on nationalization. "This 
stimulating, highly opinionated news~sheet is 
$3.00 for 6 issues," 


The TORONTO ANARCHIST is a 4 page newsletter of 
the Toronto Anarchist League/ Postal Station "0" 
Box 2/ Toronto, Ontario. Write them for copies. 


Red Years/ Black Years: А Political Histor: 
ish Anarchism, by Robert Kern. It is a 


The INDUSTIRAL DEFENSE BULLETIN is an IWW publi- 
cation raising suport for imprisoned comrades and 
Write РО Box 306 Station "Е"/ Toronto 4, 
Ontario for copies. 


Newly reprinted are Peter Maurin's collected 
works in Easy Essays from Franciscan Herald Press/ 
1434 West 5151 St у Chicago, IL 60609. Maurin 
and Dorothy Day founded the Catholic Worker move- 
ment in the 30's. He contributed these essays to 
the Catholic Worker paper, and delivered them from 
streetcorners. The collection is introduced by 
Dorothy Day. 


articles, reprints, reviews, etc., dealing with the 


American left In a very non-sectarian way. Pieces 


RED NOTES/ Box 15, 2a St. Paul's Road/ 


range from а sports article from a 1938 Dally Worker London N.1/ Great Britian have published two new 
le in Portugal: 


to excepts from anarchist Marcus Graham's 
An Anthology of Revolutionary Poetry. There are 
also a number of reproductions of cartoons in 
Yiddish, Finnish, and English, and other mater= 
ial on the ethnic left groups in the US. May be 


ordered from CULTURAL CORRESPONDENCE/ c/o Dorrwar 
Bookstore/ 224 Thayer St./ Providence, RI 02906. 


Chro- 
y 100 pages; 
With an Earthquake 


pamphlets: 


128 pages, Т 
document and analyze the class struggle. Write 

Publications Distr ‘bution Co-operative/ 27 Clerk- 
enwell Close/ London ECIR OAT, Great Britian for 


(Sub. $5.00/уеаг, checks to CULTURAL CORRESPONDENCE, bulk orders. 


~~ PATRICK ARGUELLO PRESS/ 55 Sutter St.- No, 103/ 


San Francisco, СА 94104 has reprinted Carlos 


Narighella's The Minimanual of the Urban Guerrilla. 


No price is set. еу are also looking for dis- 
ars of the text- Interested people please 
write, 


Patrick McGuire has written and produced an inform- 


ative pamphlet on the high-tension powerline being 
built +across northern New York state called 765: 
The Facts Behind Thelr Lives. Orders and comments 
regarding the pi et may be addressed to Patrick 
McGuire/ Dept. of Social Science;M.U.C.C./ Utica, 
NY, ог CAEC c/o Schenectady C.A.P./ 510 State St./ 
Schenectady, NY. 


We have received notice from Micael E. Coughlin, 
Publisher/ 1985 Selby Ave./ St. Paul, MN 55104 
that he is currently publishing Rudolf Rocker's 
Nationalism and Culture. The paperback edition 
W e $10, clot Heédoes not mention dis- 
count terms for distributors. 


SRAFprint Co-op/ Box 409/ Mountain View, CA 94040 
for ANARCHIST AGITATORS-information and correspon- 
dence organ of the Social-Revolutionary Anarchist 
Federation. « 


“THE LAST INTERNATIONAL, a secret terrorist organ- 
ization devoted to destroying politics, culture, 
and life as we know it, announces the availabil~ 
ity ofi a series of guided missals, to wit: catchy 
poster/leaflets on trendy topics of the day," 
Send stamped self-addressed envelope to PO Box 
7831/ Ann Arbor, MI 48107. Everything must go. 


BAYOU LA ROSE/P.0. Box 13946/New 
Orleans, LA 70185 is a new publica- 
tion made up of reprints from assorted 
libertarian publications. The first 
issue -includes reprints from Second 
Wave, Win, the ТИЯ, Synthesis, New 
-Scientist on energy, feminist, anti- 
nuke, decision making, the CNT, 
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Centro Documentazione Anarchica/ Via б. Reni 96/6 
10136 Torino, Italia has published the program of 
a new anarchist federation in Italy. It Is 
available in English for $1.00, 40% discount in 
bulk, They write: "Why this translation of their 
program and federal agreement into English, Spanish, 
and French? Firstly, to make themselves known 
at an international level, as federation ‘and 
group t others with their analyses and 

on of сі , thelr tdeas of огдапї= 
zation. Secondly, by their example, to stimulate 
other anarchist and libertarian federations and 
organizations to do the same thing..." 
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SOUTH END PRESS/ Box 68 Astor Station/ Boston, 

МА 02123 15 а promising new publisher that appears = 
distinctly libertarian In focus. They have re- 
printed Jeremy Brecher's Strike! and Brecher and 
Costello's Common Sense for Hard Times, and several 
new titles: Unorthodox Marxism by rt & Hahnel 
( "а councilist approach to socialist transforma) 


tion"), and coming In the fall Ecology and Pol- 
itics by Andre Gorz, Science. Techno oar айт nology and Marx- 
Tem Бу Aronowitz, SocTal and Sexual Rewslation= — 
Essays on Marx and Reich by Bertell ОТТтап, and 
he Curious Courtship of Woman's Liberation and 
Socialism by Batya Welnbaum, amoung others. 


TAMPA BLACK AND RED/ PO Box 16000SG/ Tampa, FA 33687 
has published a new pamphlet: Russia 1917-21- 


There is no stopping half-way. We must conquer 
or die. No БОГ] indicated? 


Anarchist 


Aid жетїї! 


Utah Phillips 
"L WOBBLY FOLK SONGS 20mim. $3.95 


иггау Bookchin 
A RADICAL ANALYSIS OF THE CITY 80min.$4.95 
HIERARCHY- AN ANARCHIST CRITIQUE 50min. 24.95 
THE DEVELOPMENT OF ANARCHISM (vs MARXISM) 
Й 


Т0піл.$4.95 
Кагі 


Неѕѕ 
NEIGHBOURHOOD SELF-SUFFICIENCY 70min.$4.95 


The Durutti Chorus 


ST SONGS OF THE SP. CIVIL WAR (in Spani: 
35min. $4.95 


ANARCHI, 


Cassette tapes 
We'd like to hear your anare! 
Our Generation-3934 St Urbain, ` 


т 


NOTICES 


The DANDELION/1985 Selby Ave./St. Paul, 
Minn. 55104 is a quarterly libertarian 
magazine in its third issue. 
tation is an uneasy mixture of right 
and left libertarian articles. Sub 
$3.50/yr. made out to Michael Coughlin. 


THE INDUSTRIAL UNIONIST/IWW/P.0. Box 
48/Oldham OLI 2JQ is the journal of 
the IWW in Britain. Sub 4 issues/yr. 
at one pound. 


BLACK ROSE/PO Box 1075/Boston, MA 02103 
resumed publication of their quarterly 
narchist journal. "BLACK ROSE will be 
dedicated to a straight-forward in- 
quiry into the meanings end creation 
of freedom. Drawing on a heritage of 
anarchist insight concerning the indi- 
vidual and the state, hierarchy and 
domination, and subjective bases of 
social action, BLACK ROSE will discuss 
intellectual and strategic alterna- 
tives to the liberal mainstream. They 


will also be concerned with the Marx- 
1в% hegemony of the left and will un- 
лы Re draw оп non-Marxist 
modes of poli 

4/$6.00. 


tical thinking." Sub: 


Available from David Brown/BM381, 
London №010 6XX/Great p 
following translations from the Frenoh 
journal Invariance: 


аге indicated. 


FREE SOCIALIST/P.O. Вох 1751/San Fran- 
cisco, СА 94101 1з an occasional Рр 
of anarchist opinion. Issue по, 4 in- 
cludes article "Labor Reform Legis- 
lation--More Shackles for the Workers?" 
“Sweden--Third Face of Capitalism", 
and assorted reflections on politics 
in the U.S.A. six-page mimeographed 
newsletter. No price indicated. 


The Anarchist Workers Association/ 
13 Coltman St/Hull, Humberside/ Great 
Britain has resumed publication of Lib- 
ertarian Communist Review after a lapse 
of two years. The current issue has 
ау on Bakunin, an article on 

of revolutionary organiza- 
long piece by Peter Newell 
From Primitive to Libertarian 
Communism, and book reviews. AWA also 
publishes a regular newspaper and 


. е ۵1 UC’ 
1 гае s by Jo پا‎ Тва стегне 
contribution to fighting hierarchy in 
formal and informal groups e 


ZERO, the superb anarcha-feminist 
newspaper from England, has ceased 
publishing with issue #7 until they 
can raise b700. They have also been 
victims of a politically motivated 
trashing like “ooden Shoe, which is 
descrived in their last issue. Sub- 
scriptions and donations to ZERO/ 
Rising Free/182 Upper St./London N.1. 


AGAINST THE GRAIN, the libertarian 
socialist monthly newspaper in NYC has 
suspended publication for at least six 
months. They write that their prob- 
lems are both financial and personal/ 
political within the collective. 

They can be contacted at Ageinst the 
Grain Collective/Box 692 Old Chelsea 
Stn/NYC 10011. 


The orien- 


Our two favorite Eritish groups, 
SOLIDARITY and SOCIAL REVOLUTION, have 


merged. This occurred in Dec. 1977 
and they are known as Solidarity. 
The new national publication is called 


Solidarity f а. volu: with 
each issue being рир118! y a differ- 


nt editorial group. The issues have 
een of uneven quality but are of con- 
siderable interest. The London Solidar- 
ity group which, like the others, is 
autonomous, is suspending its own 
Soliderity for Workers' Power to concen- 
trate on pamphlets and helping with 
the national paper. Subs may be sent 
to SOLIDARITY (London)/ c/o 123 Lathom 
Rd/London E.6, England. Three pounds 
ae you all future issues of 

ocal and national Solidaritys and 
pamphlets to that value. 


The merger resulted in the production 
of an updated statement of purpose, 
Ij ed in the first 


Л 


seue), Ө expanded statement 
ы will be revised. We 
ve all of their periodicals and 
pamphlets. Write Phila. Solidarity. 


Stop Press: The latest Solidarity for 
Social Revolution has just been recieved. 
Produced by London, it's the best issue 
yet. Included is a pamphlet by Brinton 

Suicide for Зоо1а11вш". It deals first 
with the People's Temple and then with 
sectarianism in general. 


The comrades at JEUNE TAUPE/c/o 


A noi 
magazine published "Ро 
tervention Communiste", write us to 
say that they would like to exchange 
publications and ideas with American 
ultra-left groups. Their platform is 
available in French, Spanish end Swed- 
ish and they would appreciate it if 
someone could do an English transla- 
tion. A sub to Iepe Tura costs $7. 
Checks or money orders to Е, Harbi CCP/ 
La Source 54.709.15. 


THE ALLIANCE FOR BREAD AND ROSES has 
produced a flyer entitled “Anarchism 
and Communism. A Horse end Gost Story." 
It is an analogy explaining the differ- 
ences in Kropotkin's style of commun- 
ism where the O 1s organized ac- 
cording to the principles of "from 
each eccording to her/his ability, to 
ch according to her/his need", and 
the beliefs of Proudhon end Bakunin 
who believed that each worker has the 
right to the product of their own 
labor or its equivalent in other 

goods end services. Send a few bits 
and a stamp to Jeliby/% Freespace/ 

339 Lafayette St./New York, NY. 


А partly-trained medical student in 
Belfast wants to come to the U.S. to 
work in the summer of 1979. He may 
become a pediatrician. If you are in, 
or know of, an environment where he 
could develop and grow during his 
summertime visit, please contact 
John-Mark. He'd like to receive 
publications or letters concerning 
alternative approaches to being well 
or 111 as wi ав progressive tenden- 
cies and movements within the medical 
industry. Write to John-Merk/27 
Claremont st./Belfast PT96AP/Ireland. 


Books about food end land from EARTH- 
WORK. "We make books available as 
part of our work as an orgenizing/ed- 
ucation center on issues related to 
food and lend. We maintain a re- 
sources center, develop education ma- 
terials, and work directly with com- 
munity groups concerned with these 
issues. More information from 
EARTHWORK/1499 Potrero Ave./San Fran- 
cisco, GA 94110/(415) 648-2094." 


= 
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Their cetalog deals with the politics 
of food with publications on food- 


| raising and preparing, chemical ad- 


ditives, handling and distributing, 
etc. There is a half-page listing 

of papers and books on workers control 
and self-management. Useful and recom- 
mended. 


LORENZO KOMBOA ERVIN--activities to 
free the Black anarchist and prison 
activist from the Marion, Illinois 
Behavioral Modification Program Con- 
trol Unit are being conducted by 
various groups. Below is а press 
release received by us. In addition 
to the addresses given below, we have 
heard from the Free Lorenzo Komboa 
Ervin Comm. /News & Letters/ 343 3. 
Dearborn Rm 1618/Chicago, IL 60604/ 
(312) 663-0839. 


ANARCHIST PRISONER PLACED IN 
U.S. GOVERNMENT DEATH CAMP 


Lorenzo Komboa Ervin, the Black Anarch- 
ist and prison organizer has been 
placed into the notorious Control Unit 
Behavior Modification Program at 
Marion, Illinois Federal Penitentiary 
after a protest by prisoners in the 
Isolation Unit and an earlier food 
boycott in Mid-March. The Control 
Unit at Marion is infamous for having 
caused the deaths of ten men in the 
last five years that 1% has been open, 
and the self-mutilation and mental im- 
balance of hundreds of others. The 
Control Unit is a behavior modification 
program used to punish prison organi- 
zers, jailhouse lawyers, political 
prisoners, Muslims and other "trouble 
makers". It is apparent that Komboa 
is being punished for his anarchist 
beliefs and his prison activism. 


Komboa and three other Black 
were placed into the Control on 
April 3, 1978 after a protest in the ~~ 
Isolation Unit when several prisoners 
were brutally beaten 5 guards. On 

his second day in the Control Unit, 
prison officials tried to set him up 

by letting two white prisoners out of 


‘isoners 


ра: 
that they would attack him and kill or 
seriously injure him. However, the 
two prisoners refused to swallow the 
bait and do the prison officials’ bid- 
ding. As a result they were called 
"Nigger-lovers" end threatened with 
beatings if they "kept running their 
mouths." 


Komboa says the Control Unit is a tor- 
ture chami and a death camp, and 
that it is apparent that prison offi- 
cials are trying to kill or drive him 
to suicide, He is asking for his 
friends, supporters and comrades in 
the anarchist and prison support move- 
ments to write to the warden to protest 
this conspiracy against his life and 
demand that he be removed from the 
control unit immediately. Write to 


George C. Wilkinson 
Warden 

U.S. Penitentiary 

Р 


„0. Вох 1000 

Marion, IL 62959 
Write to Komboa and express your soli- 
derity. Let him know that he is not 
alone and that his friends are fighting 


for him against the government mur- 
derers. 


Lorenzo Komboa Ervin 
# 18759-175 

P.O. Box 1000 
Marion, IL 62959 


For information and to help this com- 
rade, write to 


Audrey A. Myers, Director 
NAT'L COMMITTEE TO SUPPORT 
THE MARION BROTHERS 

4556A Oakland 

3t. Louis, MO 63110 

(314) 533-2234 


Albert Meltzer с 
ANARCHIST BLACK CROSS. 
с/о 43 Egremont House 
Lewisham Road 

London S.E.13, England 


